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I' is not unusual these days in America to find a Chris- 
tian waxing sentimental about his country and his 
flag. Events of the past five decades have convinced 
us that the American dream is made of very precious 
stuff indeed. What is really unusual is to find an 
American waxing eloquent about his Christian roots. 

In 1799 Jedidiah Morse of New England wrote, 
“Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be over- 
thrown, our present republican forms of government, 
and all the blessings which flow from them, must fall 
with them.” Today as tourists stroll the avenues of 
Washington, D. C., “sightseeing capital of the world,” 
and study its magnificent edifices and marble monu- 
ments, the words of Morse seem to be an anachronism. 
The structure of our expanding Big Government ap- 
pears in sooth to be eternal. Can one seriously support 
today the thesis that democracy’s survival is contingent 
upon some sectarian religious belief? Is not this bigotry 
carried to the ultimate? 

When modern statisticians claim that the percentage 
of church membership is higher in America today than 
it was in Colonial times, they are clouding the scene 
by throwing squid’s ink. The fact is that our fore- 
fathers held an idea completely lost to a vast segment 
of our society today. It may be found simply stated by 
the Psalmist: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord.” 

“I don’t know how long America will be here,” ob- 
served Dr. Louis H. Evans recently. “As long as it is 
a servant of Jehovah, surely. After that it simply moves 
on the chessboard of history. We may have stronger 
guns than Russia, but we no longer have stronger goals 
than Russia. Not what we have in our hearts but only 
what we have in our hands is now our strength; and 
if we are overpowered there, we have nothing.” 

In an effort to explicate the nature of the American 
dream, as well as its drift and its destiny, CurisTiaNrry 
Topay has asked some well-known historians to present 
their views on these pages. Is a pagan concept of man 
and government now finding general acceptance even 
in the United States? Is it true that no one much cares 
whether God has this land or any other in his pro- 


tection or not? 
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We are convinced that a scarlet thread runs through 
the story of democracy, beginning with the Decalogue 
on Mount Sinai and the teachings of the New Testa 
ment, and moving through the German and Swiss 
Reformations to England. Wycliffe, John Locke, Black 
stone, the Petition of Rights, the Bill of Rights all are 
knots on that thread. So are Jamestown and Plymouth 
and Philadelphia. Notice, however, that these are not 
the names of warriors or of battlefields. The real vic- 
tories have always been God's through his conquest of 
the rebellious human heart. “If we will not be gov 
erned by God,” said William Penn, “then we will be 
governed by tyrants.” The man set free by Jesus Christ 
is the real hero of this Fourth of July. 

Dr. Robert Boyd Munger, on his recent return from 
a preaching mission in Latin America, declared that 
“the intoxicating ideas of liberty, equality, and freedom, 
so long proclaimed by Americans as inalienable rights, 
are burning like fire in the hearts of the underprivi- 
leged.” Adds Dr. Munger, “The unrest does not have 
its rise primarily in propaganda from Moscow, but 
rather in explosive pressure on the part of the common 
man and the little nations, demanding that they be 
permitted to stand among their brethren without shame, 
politically and economically free. Certainly the long- 
delayed revolt of the disinherited masses is underway. 

“Yet even more revolutionary in its effects is the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, declaring the worth of the indi- 
vidual to God and the length he has gone to reach 
and redeem him. No man who has been set free spir- 
itually from sin and death is content to remain socially 
in bondage, nor can he tolerate the oppression of those 
for whom Christ died.” 

God can create in us a new heart and set for us a 
new goal. God can give America the will and the 
heart to serve mankind in the twentieth century. 

There is no three-mile limit to the American dream. 

May this be our earnest prayer on Independence 
Day, 1961: “Lord, send us a vision worthy of Thyself. 
Let it be that vision bequeathed to our forefathers, but 
let it be for all men—not to enslave, not to exploit, but 
to set free!” For without the vision of God and his will, 
and a dedication to righteousness, the people perish. 
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THE SIDE OF LIBERTY-LOVING MEN 


or a century and a half the spirit of 1776 was the 
F picture of America held by most thinking people 
the world over. It was represented by the three Revo- 
lutionary soldiers with fife and drum: men of courage 
and conviction, wholly committed to the cause of 
human freedom. Americans believed in the dignity of 
man, endowed by the Creator with natural rights. 
Therefore they were willing to sacrifice themselves for 
the downfall and destruction of tyranny of any kind— 
political, economic, social, ecclesiastical. 

But that image of America has become badly de- 
faced. Communists have caricatured the American 
image by clever and diabolical deceit. Now Uncle Sam 
is pictured as Uncle Shylock, a Mr. Moneybags, 
wealthy, greedy, disinterested in the welfare of strug- 
gling masses of humanity in other lands. America is 
made out to be callous, careless, even cruel and cun- 
ning. Despite every program such as the Marshall 
Plan, Point Four, and others, American aid is sus- 
piciously viewed as a potential instrument of “Yankee 
imperialism.” 

Does not America now often appear to support the 


status quo? American foreign policy favors aristocratic 
classes and the static Roman church in Latin America. 
Until recently, America seemed on the side of deca- 
dent European imperialism in Africa and Asia. Have 
Americans forgotten their heritage of freedom? Are 
they no longer champions of human liberty? 

The Communists express concern for illiterate and 
inchoate masses. All the while their program is one 
of ultimate dictatorship, an imperialism far more de 
structive of human rights than anything the peoples 
of Africa and Asia have ever known. 

America’s true image must be restored. 

And it can be. 

It will take courageous statesmanship and solid sup 
port from the American people to be on the side of 
liberty-loving men the world over. 

Our part is to be genuine, sincere, and forthright in 
our quest for domestic freedom both for ourselves and 
for the masses abroad, and accordingly to unmask the 
cruelty and covetousness of the conspirators in the 
Kremlin.—Dr. V. Raymonp Epman, President, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 


STRONG PROSPECT OF DOOM 


he United States of America in the past 50 years 


has been dominated to a large extent by persons 
who do not understand the spiritual heritage be- 
queathed by their own ancestors. When our great 
nation was founded during the period from 1775 to 
1787, the following statement by Benjamin Franklin 
was still widely accepted: “The longer I live, the more 
convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God governs 
in the affairs of man.” 

But in recent years our leading statesmen seldom 
have recognized in official speeches and documents the 
nature of divine Providence. 

In our public schools in many parts of the land it 
has become fashionable to undermine respect for ortho- 
dox Christianity. The evolutionary concept of human 
history has crept into nearly all the textbooks being 
used in the big survey courses, including those given in 
our Christian universities and colleges. 

The existence of Adam and Eve is usually over- 
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looked, and as a result practically all the boys and girls 
coming’ from fine Christian homes are informed in 
their textbooks dealing with the history of civilization 
that the best monkeys called apes in their own power 
turned themselves into human beings. In this subtle 
manner the chief basis of the Christian religion is dis- 
carded: the atonement of Jesus Christ is no longer 
needed by a single human being. 

Is it any wonder that in such a time and situation 
our leading newspapers cater to the whims of pagans 
and infidels? The most highly touted historian in the 
world (Arnold J. Toynbee) has recently stated in The 
New York Times that Christianity and Mohammedan- 
ism are both children “of a spiritual marriage between 
Greece and Asia.” Unless a marked change takes place 
in the United States of America, it is doomed, just as 
surely as was ancient Babylonia.—Dr. ALberr Hyma, 
Professor of History, The University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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_ American dream is best expressed succinctly in 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, in the Latin inscrip- 
tion on the Great Seal of the United States which we 
find on every dollar bill, and in America and America 
the Beautiful. It goes back to minorities—and they 
were always minorities—in the early settlements in this 
country. It is clearly of Christian—and of Protestant— 
origin, and is based on the conviction that God who 
revealed himself in Christ is central in history and 
has his purposes for this country. America was written 
by a Baptist theological student and America the Beau- 
tiful by the daughter and granddaughter of Congrega- 
tional ministers. 

The dream has never fully shaped American life, 
but it has helped to mold the democracy of the country 
and, among many other fruits, has contributed to the 
anti-slavery movement, the temperance and prohibition 







he American dream is vanishing in the midst of the 
terrifying realities and visible signs of decadence 
in our contemporary society. But it would be false to 
infer that the crisis of the present is the cause of its 
disappearance as a vital factor in American life. 

The dream itself was built on an unstable founda- 
tion, for it did not emanate fully from that biblical 
outlook which guided colonial life. There was a colonial 
dream for the New World which the colonists brought 
with them as a part of their heritage from the Reforma- 
tion, and which motivated them as they forged a new 
civilization out of the wilderness. It was their desire 
to found a society which would be based on biblical 
principles. 

But this colonial dream of the early settlers with 
its biblical orientation gave way before the onslaughts 
of the Enlightenment and the rise of the democratic 
philosophy of the American Revolution. Out of the 
War of Independence there arose a new American 
dream whose chief architects were Thomas Jefferson 
and Thomas Paine. This American dream was not 
derived from biblical principles, but reflected the nat- 
uralism and humanism of deism and the emerging 
democratic philosophy. Thus it contained the elements 
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campaigns, the achievement of a more equitable posi- 
tion for women, improved care for the insane, and 
efforts for international peace, including the League 
of Nations and its successor, the United Nations. 

The dream is still with us. As has always been true, 
it is cherished in its frankly Christian form only by 
minorities, but those minorities still make their influ- 
ence felt in the nation, both in its international out- 
reach and in its domestic affairs. Even though its 
Christian rootage is not always recognized or acknowl- 
edged, it is probably as potent as it has ever been. We 
who are indebted to it and cherish it must endeavor 
to see that it helps to shape every aspect of our local 
and national policies and programs.—Dr. KENNETH S. 
Larourette, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Missions 
and Oriental History, Yale University Graduate School, 
New Haven, Connecticut. 





making for its own dissolution. For it was based on an 
optimistic view concerning the nature of man and a 
belief in the perfectibility of the race. Not only was it 
unbiblical, but at the same time it encouraged a type of 
political, social, and economic action which could only 
hasten the destruction of any society which accepted 
these false views. 

At first glance the democratic insistence on the 
equality of all men may seem to be little more than a 
political and social expression of the biblical doctrine of 
the priesthood of the believer. But such is far from the 
case. Underlying the democratic philosophy is the hu- 
manistic insistence on man’s sovereignty and inherent 
goodness. 

The crisis which has overtaken not only the United 
States but Western Europe is but the unfolding of the 
catastrophic nature of the Enlightenment of which the 
American dream soon became the offspring. The awe- 
some conflicts of our era are not the cause of the di- 
lemma, but rather are they the outward manifestation 
of the deadly cancer which is in fact eating away the 
very soul of the West.—Dr. C. Grecc Sincer, Pro- 
fessor of History, Catawba College, Salisbury, North 
Carolina. 
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THE RIGHT TO HOPE 


_ American dream has perhaps never been better 
expressed than it was almost a century ago by 
Abraham Lincoln in his Message to Congress on De- 
cember 1, 1862. He concluded with these words: “We 
shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best, hope of 
earth.” 

In a very real sense it is within the power of every 
generation—not the least our own—either to preserve 
or squander this rich heritage of freedom which is so 
much a part of the American dream. 

Americans have given much thought in recent 
months to the question of their National Purpose. 
What has not as yet been demonstrated is whether 
we as a people are prepared to approach our problems 
and explore our purposes in a spirit of humility and 
self-criticism which is certainly essential to greatness 


SIGNS OF A 


he American dream and the destiny implied in it 

have received official and secular expression in such 
documents as the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution, and the Gettysburg Address. Though 
expressed in secular terms, they were of Christian ori- 
gin and nurture. 

Our national destiny has been and is threatened by 
secularism, but there are signs of a return to biblical 
evangelical Christianity which is the fountainhead of 
democracy and without which democracy is distorted. 
The return to such Christianity, however, must not 
be on the theological level alone but must be brought 
to bear on the racial, social, and international issues 
which confront us. 

The people of the nation, instructed and inspired 
by Christian leadership rooted in Scripture and Church, 


Tue AMERICAN PeopLe stress the indispensable role of public 
information and education if republican forms of government 
are to thrive. 

Yet, strange as it may seem, few Americans today really 
grasp either the distinctive political premises that have nour- 
ished the nation, or the religious and moral ideals inherent 
in the American vision. 

Writing on April 25, 1799, Jedidiah Morse spoke pointedly 
of the spiritual foundations: “In proportion as the genuine 
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and may be equally necessary to survival. Those of 
us in the Christian tradition ought never to lose sight 
of the fact that good and desirable as are many aspects 
of our official policy, both stated and implied, “there 
has been a difference of purpose between the Almighty 
and them.” Vox populi is not always vox dei, but 
“where there is no vision the people perish.” 

Only if we see the American dream clearly in the 
light of God’s love, his power and his judgment, do we 
have a right to hope, with Lincoln, that this nation 
under God may yet experience a new birth of freedom, 
with the result that government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people may not perish from the 
earth.—Dr. Rospert M. Surron, Associate Dean and 
Associate Professor of History, the Graduate College, 


University of Illinois. 


RENEWAL 


must overcome racial discrimination in spite of welfare 
state tags and charges of socialism, must understand 
and assist foreign peoples on the Christian ground 
that we are our brothers’ keeper, and must not allow 
theories of national sovereignty to block constructive 
efforts at building the kind of world in which order 
and justice can prevail. 

If the American dream is for Americans only, it will 
remain our dream and never be our destiny. Will we 
have the”courage to see this and act accordingly, in 
spite of foreign and domestic enemies? There is a 
chance that we will and be counted among those who 
really hunger and thirst after righteousness even when 
we are persecuted for it—Dr. Rene pe Visme W1z- 
L1AMSON, Chairman, Department of Government, Lou- 
isiana State University. 


effects of Christianity are diminished in any nation, either 
through unbelief, or the corruption of its doctrines, or the 
neglect of its institutions, in the same proportion will the 
people of that nation recede from the blessings of genuine 
freedom, and approximate the miseries of complete despotism. 
I hold this to be a truth confirmed by experience. . . . When- 
ever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present 
republican forms of government, and all the blessings which 
flow from them, must fall with them.” END 
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P dealing with American history for the benefit of a 
well-informed American reading public, this French 
born and French-educated writer is admittedly bring 
ing coals to Newcastle. His justification for so doing 
is a growing awareness that the time in which we live 
impresses upon us all the urgency of emerging from 
our ivory tower. The hour is so very late. 

It is generally taken for granted nowadays that the 
dream of a purely objective, so-called scientific history, 
cherished by a previous generation, has faded away 
into the limbo of dead ideologies. To say that we study 
the past for its own sake, and without the slightest 
wie of fitting events into our presuppositions, 
cannot possibly imply that we are in a position to rid 
our mind of all such presuppositions. The plain fact 
is that it is impossible to write history without pre- 
suppositions. No one may be said to think in a vacuum. 
especially when crucial issues are at stake. Some kind 
of faith-principle is necessarily involved. The better 
this is realized, the less danger for a personal equation 
to deflect the course of an honest quest after truth, 


HERITAGE AND DESTINY 


Let me therefore, at the outset, state the basic as- 
sumption upon which I am going to proceed. It may 
be summed up in the simple statement that our destiny 
as a nation is forever conditioned by our heritage. 
However bold our forward look, our progress can only 
be safe if we keep a steady eye on the landmarks of 
the receding past. Khrushchev has it that these United 
States are suffering from the incurable malady of old 
age. His persuasion once more bears witness to the 
Russian Communists’ propensity to take credit for 
every invention. In this particular case, Edward Gibbon 


happens to have preceded Khrushchev. Gibbon was 
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credited with the view. Yet wrongly so already, for 
the nation of mundus senescens had long before him 
provided Graeco-Roman rhetoricians with some of thei: 


choicest arguments. This fact puts that notion into its 
right place, that of empty speculation. Whatever the 
many reasons currently adduced for the fall of any 
great civilization in ages past, a constant element in 
the actual process of decadence will inevitably be 
found in the failure of that civilization to understand 
itself. This all-important truth should draw and retain 
the attention of a responsible American leadership 
today. It clears our basic assumption of any suspicion 
of having been born of wishful thinking. Rather it 
singles it out as having immediately proceeded from the 
most undeniable feature history has ever brought out. 

Standing on the firm ground provided by this con 
viction then, the American historian owes it to his 
sacred call to be a prophet in his own country, a coun- 
try now in dire need of the guidance it is his duty 
to provide. At the core of this ‘ideal lies the detection 
of the ultimate reference of American history. Accord 
ing to our basic assumption, then, the task requires 
a fresh look at our American heritage. 


POLITICS AND ORGANIZED RELIGION 


The notion is in the air about us that if ever the 
biblical interpretation of history were to be tied up 
with even the loftiest of all current interpretations ol 
national purpose, a link between the two should be 
forcibly wrought out by some artificial device. The 
very thought of it suggests a questionable fabrication. 
In the public mind, the only thing that matters is the 
motivation at work in the ev eryday happenings of our 

national life. Accordingly, if the Hebrew-Christian 
view of history is to be taken into consideration in the 
process, it has to be brought in through the back door 
as it were, the implication being that it had better 
be left alone as controversial matter. It would be an 
understatement to say that a missing link is thereby 
postulated. Even the elements to tr linked together 
are at the outset assumed to have little, if anything, 
to do with each other. 

It would be preposterous to challenge this view. 
The historian’s task is not to argue about realities but 


[799 ] 7 








CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


to allow the same to quicken his quest for understand- 
ing. Any well-ascertained situation constitutes a pre- 
cious pointer. In the present instance, the view cur- 
rently prevailing in the public mind of our day and 
age points to feelings of long standing on the part of 
the American Founders. It should never be forgotten 
that our forefathers lived, moved, and had their being 
in a highly secularized, rationalistic climate that had 
given rise to the deism of the Age of Enlightenment. 
Let us further keep in mind that many Philosophes 
and Idéologues of the Auteuil group were personal 
friends of men like Franklin and Jefferson, and that 
quite a number of them were inducted into the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society of Philadelphia; and further, 

that the same society had been established by F venkdin 
“for the promotion of useful knowledge,” 
promotion of particular theological 


not for the 
metaphysical 
tenets. However religious its American members may 
it is a fact 
that they never mixed their politics with organized 
religion. They followed in this the precedent set by 
the Royal Society of London, and declined to deal 
with subjects inviting theological or ecclesiastical con- 


have been in their own heart and mind, 


troversy. One of their strongest feelings was hate of 


bigotry. That such a feeling was widespread in the 
early day of American history finds further confirma- 
tion in such instances as the Massachusetts Experi- 
ment, when the Presbyterians, obsessed by a Calvinist 
notion of theocracy vainly tried out by them in Eng- 
land, attempted to fasten it on their land of adoption. 
It is true that they succeeded for a few decades, but 
the Royal Charter of Massachusetts put an end to 
their quest, which incidentally provided a splendid 
education in democracy. There is indeed ample prece- 
dent to account for the feeling still prevailing in our 
day that politics should be kept apart from any form of 
organized religion or set of theological doctrines. The 
principle of separation of church and state is here to 
stay. Far from generating controversy, it should be 
taken for granted in a mood of serenity. 

With the overall situation thus clarified, we feel all 
the more at ease as we prepare to take a closer look at 
our charter-documents and at the intentions that 
brought them into existence. If we mean to understand 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights, we must realize that, while they do 
reveal strong rationalistic trends, they are essentially 
Hebrew-Christian documents. Even men like Franklin 
and Jefferson, who particularly liked to assume a ration- 
alistic attitude, would fight oppression in the name of 
the Lord. To them, rebellion against tyrants was obe- 
dience to God. To them, the Creator of heaven and 
earth was the Giver and remained the Guarantor of the 
rights of man. To them, admittedly, the framework of 
government and the maintenance of social order were 
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the things of Caesar; yet the rights of man per se were 
not Caesar’s, but the things of God. 

Truly, there can be no question of forging a missing 
link at this point. In considering our national purpose 
under God, we are dealing with a matter of symbiosis 
in the original Greek etymological sense of the word, 
which simply asserts the fact of living together. A still 
closer scrutiny of this fact may prove valuable toward 
further constructive understanding. 


THE RELIGIOUS PREMISE 


Clearly, the religious view and its moral implications 
were at the root of the Founding Fathers’ innermost 
convictions. Whatever political principles they laid 
down were directly derived from the religious view 
and its moral implications—in that order. But what do 
I say? The religious view and its moral implications 
were more than convictions. They were stated as mat- 
ters of elementary evidence. The very first sentence of 
the second paragraph of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence held “these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
Strong language indeed, this! 

The point which invites scrutiny is the assumed 
self-evident character of the religious presupposition 
of “these truths” here apprehended as undergirding 
the charter of our rights, and as owing to God the Cre- 
ator and Preserver, their inalienable nature. This as- 
sumed self-evident character, then, is but one aspect 
of the self-evidence of God as stated in the opening 
words of the Westminster Confession which in those 
colonial days constituted the sum of Christian doctrine 
—and I quote: “The light of nature, and the works of 
creation and providence, do so far manifest the good- 
ness, wisdom and power of God, as to leave men in- 
excusable.” This evidence had been drawn directly 
from the Bible by the Westminster divines in very 
much the same way as the substance of the New 
England Primer to which our forefathers owed their 
first initiation to the truth that makes men free. 

There was however in the evidence under consider- 
ation an extra-biblical element which made it emi- 
nently accessible to the Founding Fathers, and this 
element has not, to my knowledge, drawn the attention 
it deserves. The conception according to which some 
knowledge about God is available to all men through 
“the light of nature, and the works of creation and 
providence,” is designated by theologians as natural 
or general revelation, the further designation of special 
revelation being restricted to the disclosure of truths 
said to be necessary for salvation. The plain fact is that 
the notion of a so-called natural or general revelation 


was not originated by the Bible but by the philosophers 
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of ancient Greece. What actually happened was that 
the early Christians welcomed it because it provided a 
useful and much needed point of contact between 
classical views of religion and the Hebrew-Christian 
view. To wit, Paul’s speech to the Athenians from 
Mars Hill on the theme, “Whom therefore ye igno- 
rantly worship, him declare I unto you.” In that speech 
the point of contact to which reference has just been 
made may be detected in the sentence: “For in him 
we live, and move, and have our being; as certain of 
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring” 
(Acts 17:28). On the classical side, we have such 
statements as that of Plato to the effect that the inspir- 
ation of the t, no less than that of diviners and 
holy prophets, is the word of God. And for this reason, 
Plato adds in Ion, 533, “God takes away the mind of 
poets and uses them as his ministers.” To make a long 
story short, as indeed must be the case here, what the 
deists of the Age of Enlightenment did more or less con- 
sciously, was to revert to a kind of evidence that proved 
most congenial to their highly secularized rationalism. 
Such was their way of keeping whole an intellectual 
heritage traced back to both Athens and Jerusalem— 
Tertullian notwithstanding. 

This once granted, however, it would be historical 
nonsense to ignore the Hebrew-Christian overtone of 
our Declaration of Independence. Even the most rabid 
rationalist of our day who happens to speak of God 
cannot forget what he once heard in Sunday school. 
How much more so in the case of our Founding Fathers 
when we recall the intellectual and spiritual climate 
in which they lived! The God they knew was the 
Creator and Upholder of his creation, sitting at the 
roaring loom of history, directing its course to its ap- 
pointed end. 

This end throughout the ages had increasingly been 
brought into focus in terms of the kingdom of God. In 
the fullness of time, the man Christ Jesus had become 
the living sign of that kingdom as detected through 
his person, his proclamation, his movement. The very 
fact that we designate time as B.C. and A.D. leaves no 
doubt as to the unique significance of Jesus Christ in 
the divine plot, and to a considerable extent confirms 
the reality of that plot. History, then, is oriented as the 
universe is oriented; better still, in our contemporary 
language, as the space-time continuum is oriented. 
The faith-principle of this prophetic view is henceforth 
summed up in the Kingdom concept. Lending reality 
to this concept are the already present powers radiating 
from the One who mediates them. Impinging upon us 
from a dimension hardly accessible to our human make- 
up, the kingdom of God is able to penetrate and trans- 
form our total situation. Thus the heavenly realm is 
already present to eyes of faith, even as its full mani- 
festation is expected by Christian hope. The kingdom 
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of God may accordingly be characterized as both a 
present experience and a future consummation. Augus- 
tine, the original formulator of the Christian philosophy 
of history, summed up these implications in his symbol 
of two cities—the earthly city given to greed and the 
lust of possession, essentially motivated by a self-asser- 
tive egotism, and the City of God where all power 
comes from the realm of things invisible to displace 
self-will through divine love. As he saw it in the light 
of Scripture, these two cities were both alike in that 
they were enjoying temporal good and suffering tem- 
poral evil. Otherwise they stood in sharp contrast. 
They had a faith that was different, a hope that was 
different, a love that was different (De Civitate Dei, 
XVIII, 54). 

The reader will not ascribe to me, I am sure, the 
intention of implying that our Founding Fathers were 
aware of the whole background just sketched out. The 
reason I have recalled it to attention is that our own 
awareness of it is a prerequisite to the understanding 
of our charter documents with special attention to the 
opening sentence of the second paragraph of the 
Declaration of Independence. Adequate detection is 
always conditioned by a high degree of familiarity with 
the elements under consideration. 

What impresses one as he reads the text at hand 
against the background henceforth acknowledged as its 
true setting is an unmistakable outline resemblance 
between the biblical view of the kingdom of God and 
our forefathers’ burning vision—that of a delectable 
country upheld by the benevolent Creator who had 
endowed its inhabitants with such inalienable rights as 
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” The 
haziness of this profile-resemblance may be accounted 
for by the fading away, in an age of enlightened deism, 
of the scriptural vision of an earthly city impinged 
upon by the heavenly City. It is in the direction of 
that fading vision that we should look to realize the 
original import of our Hebrew-Christian heritage in 
terms of our national purpose. 


A SECULAR KINGDOM? 


In conclusion, then, let me suggest that the ultimate 
reference of American history may well be a secularized 
intimation of the Scripture’s teaching concerning the 
kingdom of God. And further, that this same intima- 
tion may yet find its justification in actual fact. In this 
case, the tension between Augustine’s earthly city and 
City of God would account for many of our unrelieved 
tensions. To illustrate, it would explain how, once the 
Christian view has been lost sight of, all that is left 
of our original heritage is a kind of Americanism so 
poorly aware of the true nature of its loss that recourse 
is taken to commercial advertising to urge prospective 
customers to go to church the following Sunday. Surely 
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a more pertinent reminder would be that it should not 
take more nerve to be an avowed Communist than a 
professing Christian in this land of ours. 

Were our heritage only apprehended by the kind 
of leading minority which has always determined the 
national will-to-live through the crises of the past, a 
renewed awareness of our ultimate reference under 
God would help restore the perspective of our destiny. 
Only in the measure as we apprehend the true nature 
of our heritage may we escape the general fragmenta- 
tion of our national purpose as witnessed by our defi- 
ciencies, partialities, and unhappy divisions. What is 
involved in all such declensions is nothing short of a 
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deflection of both our heritage and destiny, a barter of 
vision in our understanding of history. A shrunken 
outlook can only result in varieties of split-loyalties 
finally amounting to disloyalty. Once the ultimate ref- 
erence of our history is lost, the landscape of our reality 
is bound to turn into a wasteland where genuine his- 
torians yield to highly-paid popularizing newscasters. 
In the measure our nation gets out of touch with its 
own history, it is likely to witness a transvaluation of 
values according to which the idols of the day, whether 
pros, crooners or other entertainers, are called upon to 
fill the void brought about by the loss of our true 
vision. END 


What Does the Future Hold? 


J. EDGAR HOOVER 


n a final address to the people whom he had served 
for 45 years, the man most responsible for founding 
the United States offered wise counsel to the fle doling 
nation for its future. With regard to those things w hich 
he felt vital to continuance in freedom, George Wash- 
ington set forth his views plainly and then commented: 
I dare not hope they will make the strong and lasting 
expression I could wish—that they will control the usual 


current of the passions, or prevent our nation from running 
the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations. 


Yet President Washington nonetheless hoped that 
his counsel would be “productive of some partial bene- 
fit, some occasional good. . . .” 

Scores of nations have appeared on the horizon of 
history, run their course, and disappeared. Some lived 
only briefly, glimmering like pale stars against the 
Others, have shot 
across recorded time, lighting the known world while 
they lived and leaving a glow to light the way for some 
The many ran their course. A few 
remained. And down that stream of recorded time, the 


darkness of the past. comet-like, 


which followed. 


scattered light was gathered and summed up in one 
great idealistic burst: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 


J. Edgar Hoover is Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. His best-selling book Masters of Deceit provides a 
definitive analysis of Communist strategy. Readers will recall 
his incisive essays in these pages on the Communist menace. 
Copies are available in Curistianrry Topay Reprint form. 
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certain unalienable Rights; that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. That, to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. 


A NEW AND VITAL CONCEPT 


Here was a startling and revolutionary new concept— 
a concept that has echoed and reverberated for the 185 


years just past. Since it was proclaimed across the 
world on that hot July day, it has rocked empires, 
dethroned kings, and shattered tyrannies. For those 
few words encompass the essentials of human liberty. 
Here man stands equal before the law. Here he is 
given equality in rights and privileges. Here is denied 
the right of any man to govern another by reason of 
birth or by virtue of inherited rank. And here it is 
proclaimed that those rights which are basic to an 
ordered, free society cannot be taken from the indi- 
vidual by that society unless it be as punishment for 
crime. 

This is the great credo which forms the basis of 
American political freedom. And this credo is wholly 
of the spirit. At this Nation’s beginning, in the very 
first words of the Declaration, a Power greater than 
man’s is acknowledged—a Supernatural Power which is 
the source of our existing moral codes. “Men,” says 
the Declaration of Independence, “are created. . . .” 
This presupposes a Creator—indeed, One who is ac- 
knowledged in the same breath. Here, then, is the 
key contradiction in the two major ideologies now 
clashing throughout the whole world. 
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THE CLASH OF IDEOLOGIES 


Man, says the Declaration of Independence, was cre- 
ated by God. No, says communism, man is merely a 
fortuitous product of the ceaseless interaction of chemi- 
cal and physical elements—he has no soul. And, com- 
munism continues, nature is all—there is no God. 
Proletarian utility constitutes the only acceptable moral 
code—the end justifies the means. The Ten Com- 
mandments, says communism, are wholly false as they 
are derived from supernatural concepts which have no 
basis in fact. 

Today's great struggle, in simple terms, relates to 
the nature of God and the nature of man. Man, says 
one ideology, is a spiritual creature with an immortal 
soul. On the contrary, says the other ideology, he is a 
material creature in a material world. 






OUR MOMENT OF HISTORY 


Which ideology will triumph? No man can know. 
Nor can any one of us stand far out on some periphery 
of time and place and judge the point which our 
Nation has reached in “running the course which has 
hitherto marked the destiny of nations.” 

On this 185th birthday of our independence the 
question arises, is the brief period of our past more 
than a magnificent beginning? Or does it perhaps 
encompass the major portion of our history as a free 
Nation? Have we started arching out along the down- 
ward curve of destiny which has marked the begin- 
ning of the end for so many civilizations? Or are we 
now moving forward to an infinitely prolonged and 
even greater future? 


SIGNALS OF IMPENDING DANGER 


I repeat, no man can know the course that destiny 
has decreed, but there are signs that free men will 
ignore only at peril to their freedom. But before we 
consider those signals of impending danger to our 
future, let us look again at our beginnings and the 
future which the Father of his Country envisioned 
for us. He spoke of his unceasing wishes: 


. that Heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens 
of its beneficence—that your union and brotherly affection 
may be perpetual—that the free constitution which is the 
work of your hands may be sacredly maintained—that its 
administration in every deparment may be stamped with wis- 
dom and virtue—that, in fine, the happiness of the people 
of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may be made 
complete, by so careful a preservation, and so prudent a use 
of this blessing, as will acquire to them the glory of recom- 
mending it to the applause, the affection, and adoption of 
every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 


George Washington offered for solemn contempla- 
tion and recommended for frequent review certain 
sentiments which he indicated were the result of much 
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thought and observation, and “which appear to me 
all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a 
people.” 

What was the counsel he offered? Washington 
warned against permanent alliance with foreign pow- 
ers, partiality toward a favorite nation, big public debt, 
a large military establishment, and the activities of a 
“small but artful and enterprising minority” designed 
to change or control government. He warned against 
any change in the Constitution by usurpation. He 
stressed the great need for enlightened public opinion. 
And, with a certainty that was unequivocal, he said: 
Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, Religion and Morality are indispensable supports. 
In vain would that man claim the tributes of paTRioTisM, 
who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human 


happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and 
citizens. . 





THE INDISPENSABLE SUPPORTS 


Good men of varying political persuasions may ques- 
tion with utmost sincerity the soundness of some por: 
tions of Washington’s counsel in terms of our contem- 
porary world. Others may hold adherence to each word 
of that counsel to be as vital to our freedom now as it 
was on that mid-September day of 1796 when the 
address was first delivered. But can any thoughtful 
man ignore those two “indispensable supports” of 
which our first President spoke? 

He cannot do so without discounting the two most 
vital stones in the foundation of American freedom, 
for our freedom rests on a basis that is spiritual and 
idealistic—and is so acknowledged in the first words of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

The greatness of America is spiritual in origin. The 
broad material achievements which we enjoy today 
stem largely from vision born of faith, sustained by 
unshakable resolution, and supported by unceasing 
effort. We drink today from a vast reservoir of spiritual 
strength which we inlierited. But that reservoir is not 
fathomless. It must be constantly replenished if the 
spiritual soul of America is to survive as a legacy to 
future generations. 


ONSLAUGHT OF SECULARISM 


Today, the forces of materialism are directing their 
most concentrated power against the very wellsprings 
of our strength. The forward march of secularism 
is visible in many areas. It is apparent in much of 
what we read and much of what we view. The pro- 
motion of the sensual seems to be the purpose of whole 
shelves of books and magazines. On every hand, de- 
liberate pandering to the lower instincts is apparent. 
Innuendo permeates once wholesome publications. 
Movie ads and paperbacks flaunt violence and sexual- 
ity. Sex, brutality, and sadism are too often empha- 
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sized unduly on both television and movie screens. 
Moral degenerates spew forth a surreptitious torrent of 
outright obscenity in the form of films, playing cards, 
comic books, paperbacks, and pictures. 

There are many other less direct and visible evi- 
dences of rampant materialism. Indifference and apathy 
to violations of the law are commonplace. News col- 
umns reflect instance after instance in which respected 
community leaders have betrayed their trust and of 
union members who have been betrayed by their lead- 
ers. Again and again one reads of advertising which 
is termed false and misleading and we are forced to 
conclude that increasing numbers of men and women 
are losing their sense of values. 

The Church itself is not immune from the onslaught 
of the secular. Certainly, the nominal Christian sect 
has every opportunity to follow the cross of Christ, and 
the individual never before has encountered equal 
opportunity for exposure to Christianity. Scores of 
church spires rise against the skies. The New Testa- 
ment is readily available. Yet, with every opportunity 
for absorbing His superb lessons, how many Americans 
have been exposed—adequately and meaningfully—to 
the actual teachings of Christ? 

We are today threatened by twin menaces. Ma- 
terialism has fathered both crime and communism. The 
criminal statistics for the year just past attest to the 
steady growth of the one evil. The progress of the 
other—and the intensity of the struggle in which we are 
engaged with it—does not yield to such forthright 
measure. 

A preliminary annual crime report for the year just 
past is most disquieting. It should be noted that the 
year 1959 set an all-time new high in recorded crime 
volume. This, however, was exceeded in 1960 with a 
12 per cent increase in reporting cities of more than 
25,000 population. Even more frightening is the in- 
crease in the volume of youth crime. Youthful crimi- 
nality in rural areas during the year just past showed a 
five per cent increase over 1959. Juvenile crime volume 
in small cities increased by five per cent and in large 
cities by seven per cent during 1960 over the prior year. 

Behind these tragic figures hovers the materialism of 
moral decadence as it is reflected in the disintegration 
of homes and in rising rates of illegitimate births. 

All these are danger signals to which free men inter- 
ested in the preservation of their freedom must pay 
heed. Nor can Americans ignore the increasing pres- 
sures of atheistic communism and impunity. Until the 
individual citizen develops a clear understanding of 
the true nature of the Communist conspiracy—as well 
as the means used to advance that evil conspiracy—he 
is helpless to combat it effectively. 

The dangers to America are great, yet they are by 
no means overwhelming. There are, on every hand, 
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stirrings among youth which indicate an awakening to 
danger. Youthful Americans, on a growing scale, ap- 
pear to be rallying to the magnificent standards which, 
in the past, guided this Nation to greatness. Collec- 
tivist doctrines cease to advance as knowledge strips 
away their false appeal. A new generation seems de- 
termined to seek a real understanding of the dynamic 
principles on which our Constitution is based, and 
which have thrust our Republic thus far so splendidly 
along its course. 

The unique mold which created us as Americans 
has not been broken. We still have that “lively faith 
in the perfectibility of man” which de Tocqueville 
found to be so striking an aspect of American char- 
acter. We have made many errors but I believe we 
can summon the knowledge, the power, and the will 
to correct those errors. We need to look in the mirror 
of our past rather than in one deliberately warped by 
the propaganda of a purposeful enemy to see—and 
create—the image of ourselves as true offspring of our 
spiritual fathers. We need to keep in mind the thought 
expressed by an author, no longer living, to the effect 
that a man, a nation, or an age grows, develops, and 
becomes strong or declines and dies in proportion to 
the spiritual content of each. 

There are unquestionable weaknesses in America’s 
spiritual armor on this 185th birthday of our Nation, 
but they are not irreparable ones. This is an age of 
uncertainty, but it is possible to recapture the ‘faith 
which motivated our forefathers. We need to renew 
our allegiance to the ideals for which the Founding 
Fathers so willingly placed life and fortune in jeopardy. 
We need to rededicate ourselves to the preservation of 
their great dream. In doing these things, we can in- 
sure that the years of America’s past are but the begin- 
ning on the long course she has yet to run. END 





Marriage _..m Honor 


To each other and to Thee we cling, 

Through fiery sword and under Eden’s tree, 
Where sight at last may full possession bring— 
Where sound and taste and smell and touch are free. 


Longing, yearning, reaching, we abide, 

Rapt inside th’ eternal, transfix’d moment: 
To hasten, hold, and gently set aside. 

O God, from Thee our life and love is sent. 


In beauty’s overwhelming act we view 
Thy greater passion and forgiveness, 
Self-giving Christ; beyond all legal due 


Is joy triumphant, and eternal rest. A.O.R. 
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When Karl Marx at 17 was facing graduation finals 
he wrote, as one of the required essays, a brief study 
of “the union of the faithful with Christ according 
to John 15: 1-14, demonstrated in its origin and nature, 
its absolute necessity and its effect.” The essay will be 
carried in a forthcoming issue of Decision, publication 
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. It is re- 
markable because of Marx’s subsequent place in history 
as a molder of dialectical materialism more than for its 
theological acuteness, although the manuscript was ap- 
proved by his teacher as “a thoughtful, copious and 
powerful presentation of the theme” (Edward H. Carr, 
Karl Marx: A Study in Fanaticism, London, Dent & 
Sons, 1934, p. 5). 

In the recent book Marx Meets Christ (Westminster 
Press, 1957), Frank W. Price reminds us that Marx’s 
parents “came from long lines of Jewish rabbis. 
When Marx was only six years old, his father . . . 
with all his seven children, was baptized into the 
German Lutheran Evangelical Church. This ‘crossing 
the line’ was a move for political emancipation and 
social convenience, and was not the result of any new 
religious experience” Cp. 18). Marx’s father, Hirschel, 
changed his name to Heinrich upon baptism. Boris 
Nicolaievsky and Otto Maenchen-Helfen tell us that 
Heinrich Marx, a lawyer, was a “Protestant a la Les- 
sing” who knew Voltaire and Rousseau inside out, a 
Kantian, confessing “a pure belief in God, like New- 
ton, Locke, and Leibnitz.” The study “Who Are 
They?: Karl Marx” prepared at the request of the 
U.S. House Committee on Un-American Activities 
notes that “Religion played no part in the Marx family. 

. For purely economic and social reasons Hirschel 
converted his entire family to Christianity. Religious 
indifference predominated in the Marx household, and 
accordingly young Karl held no profound religious 
convictions” (Aug. 28, 1959, p. 3). 

Marx’s religious essay on John 15, therefore, was 
simply a step in fulfilling final graduation require- 
ments. H. P. Adams, lecturer in history in the Uni- 
versity of Birmingham, England, considers the essay 

“in all probability, less a rendering of what Karl had 
been taught in school than a glimpse into the philo- 
sophical Christianity in which the baptized Jew 
brought up his children. . . . With the pietist influences 
that overshadowed the youth of Engels, Marx did not 
come in contact” (Karl Marx in His Earlier Writings, 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1940, pp. 15 f.). 

An interesting sidelight on Marx’s graduation is 
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given by Leopold Schwarzschild in The Red Russian: 
The Life and Legend of Karl Marx (London, Hamish 
Hamilton, 1948, trans. from the German by M. 
Wing): “It was an unbreakable rule of etiquette in 
Trier that a student who had passed his final examina 
tion should pay a formal call on his old teacher before 
leaving for the University. To refuse amounted to an 
insult. Karl Marx refused” (p. 25). 

The examiner found Marx’s essay right in thought 
and in good style. As defects he noted ns “essence” 
of the union with Christ was not stated, its “ground” 
only one-sidedly conceived, its “necessity’ Pau only 
imperfectly. Nor had Marx mentioned immortality. 

Excerpts from Marx’s comments are translated from 
the German (Marx-Engels Gesamtausgabe): 


“The history of nations teaches us the necessity of union 
with Christ. . . . The examination of the individual proves 
the necessity of union with Christ.” But as “the last proof” 
he cites “the word of Christ himself.” “Our heart, reason, 
history, the Word of Christ, all cry out to us loudly and 
convincingly that union with Him is absolutely necessary; 
that without Him we are unable to fulfil our purpose; that 
without Him we would be rejected by God; that He alone 
is capable of redeeming us. 

“As soon as we have grasped the necessity of union, the 
reason for it is clear to behold—our need for salvation, our 
sinful nature, our faltering reason, our corrupt heart, our 
unworthiness before God. . . . Then, when a more beautiful 
sun has arisen through our union with Christ, when we feel 
all our wickedness, but at the same time can rejoice over 
our salvation, only then can we love the God who formerly 
appeared to us as an offended ruler, but now as a forgiving 
Father, a kind teacher. 

“. . . Inasmuch as we have Him before our eyes and in 
our hearts . . . we turn our hearts at the same time towards 
the brethren whom he has joined more intimately with us, 
and for whom, also, He has sacrificed Himself. 

“This love of Christ is not fruitless. It not only fills us 
with the purest worship and reverence for Him, but also 
makes us keep His commandments . . . by being virtuous— 
but virtuous for love of Him. . . . This is the great abyss 
which divides Christian virtue from any other, and lifts it 
above all other; this is one of the greatest effects which the 
union with Christ produces in man. . . . Once a man has 
acquired this virtue, this union with Christ, he will await 
with composure the buffetings of fate, will counter bravely 
the storms of passion, and bear fearlessly the rage of the 
wicked. For who . . . can rob him of his Saviour? . 

“Who would not gladly suffer since he knows that through 
his adherence to Christ, through his deeds, God himself is 
being glorified. . 

“The union with Christ provides moral edification, consola- 
tion in sorrow, quiet confidence, and a heart open to the 
love of mankind, all things noble, all greatness—not for ambi- 
tion, or desire for fame, but only for love of Christ.” END 
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NOW! Lifetime Hospitalization(c 





To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week from your 
first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 

If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents 
and hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our 
nation’s # 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart 
disease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance 
to infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer 
than those who do not drink. Why should you help pay for 
their hospitalization? 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most 
modern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low 

ate because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to nondrinkers. 
With this policy, you receive $100 a week from the first day 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid 
you in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills— 
anything you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the 
company no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how 
often you are sick. And the present low rate on your policy 


Note! Gold Star fits in ideally with the Government Health Plan 
proposed for folks collecting Social Security ! Yes, Gold Star was designed 
to go along perfectly with Blue Cross; with whatever other hospitali- 
zation you may already carry; with workmen’s compensation; or with 
any new Federal Government Plan. Gold Star pays you in addition 


to any or all of these, to help take care of those hundred and one 
“extra” expenses. 

Of course, any Government Health Bill that may be passed will 
take up to two years to go into effect and wil] offer only partial 
coverage at best. But your Gold Star benefits are, and always will 
be, paid to you in full, to be used as you see fit! 


Christian Leaders say — 


DR. E. STANLEY JONES, Noted Evangelist, 
Author, Missionary Statesman: “It is a pleasure 
for me to recommend the DeMoss Associates GOLD 
STAR Hospitalization Plan for total abstainers. An 
insurance plan such as this which provides special 
consideration and service to those who do not 
impair their health by drink is very long overdue.” 





DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, Long-time President, 
Winona Lake Bible Conference: “For years I have 
been hoping that someone would provide accident 
and hospitalization insurance at the lower rates 
warranted by non-drinkers. I am glad that such a 
plan has finally been developed by my very good 
personal friend, Arthur DeMoss, who is known the 
country over as a man of integrity dnd sterling 
Christian character.” 


DR. DANIEL A. POLING, outstanding minister and 
Editor of The Christian Herald: “The advantages of 
a hospital plan which is available to non-drinkers 
only are obvious. The lower rate is made possible 
because you are not paying the bills for the illnesses 
and accidents of those who use alcohol.” 





DR. JAMES DeFOREST MURCH, well-known Chris- 
tian Educator, Author, Editor: “Your provision of 
lower insurance rates for non-drinkers is a real in- 
centive to sober living and safe driving.” 











can never be raised simply because you get old, or have too 
many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjustment 
up or down for all policyholders! 

One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the 
hospital—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows 
whose turn will be next, whether yours or mine. But we do 
know that a fall on the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, 
or some sudden illness, or operation could put you in the hospital 
for weeks or months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with 
costly doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many 
folks lose their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk 
hopelessly in debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope 
this won't happen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, 
once the doctor tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, 
it’s too late to buy coverage at any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, 
you would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain 
in the hospital. Even if you are already covered by another 
policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and 
pay in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month 
for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. 
For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s pro- 
tection. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium 
is only $6 a month. 


And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital 
Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, 
no limit on the number of times you can collect (and the Com- 
pany can never cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 


Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. 


Make sure it provides exactly what we've told you it does. 
Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis- 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
cheerfully refund your entére premium by return mail, 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything 
to gain and nothing to lose! 


Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


This Plan Offered Exclusively By 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
AND AFFILIATES 


“Special Protection for Special People” 









































PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY follF 
NO WAITING PERIODS! 
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Read what a blessing this 
protection has been to others: 


Rev. Merle L. Packham, Starke, Florida— “This will 
acknowledge receipt of your check covering payment of 
my claim under the policy I have with you. I appreciate 
your prompt payment of this claim, as it was certainly 
needed at this time. How wonderful it is to do business 
with a reliable company. I told a representative of the 
Insurance Company, about your 
policy. He requested to see my policy, and after having 
examined it, states it was a unique policy. He thought it 
most unusual, and outstanding. I think so too! I would 
not want to be without it for anything. Let me thank you 
again for your prompt and courteous service. I would 
never hesitate to recommend this policy to anyone.” 


Rev. E. J. Peters, South Bend, Indiana—“I will be 67 
soon. Late in August, I thought some Health and Acci- 
dent Insurance should be ordered. Then I became hos- 
pitalized September 6th for about three weeks. It was a 
welcome indemnity check that came promptly from your 
Company!” 


Miss Elnora Cratty, Ada, Ohio—‘“I wish to acknowledge 
your very generous check for which I am so very grateful 
and thankful. I can sincerely recommend your Company 
to others.” 


Mrs. Esther Ahigren, Lundys Lane, Pennsylvania—‘First 
of all, I wish to thank you for the check of $242.87. Little 
did I realize when someone told me about your insurance 
and let me read her policy that I would need it so soon. 
| am very grateful to you for your kind service and will 
be glad to recommend your insurance to eligible folks.” 


CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: 


® Guaranteed renewable (Only 
YOU can cancel). 
® Good in any hospital 


@ immediate coverage! Full 
benefits go into effect noon of 


any- the day your policy is issued. 


where in the world! @ No limit on number of times 
®@ Pays in addition to any other you can collect. 
hospital insurance you may @ Poys from the very first doy 
carry. in hospital. 
® All benefits paid directly to @ No policy fees or enrollment 
you in cash—tax free! fees! 
= 


® Claim checks are sent out Ten-day money-back gvaoran- 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY. tee! 


® No automatic age termination. 


Only conditions not covered: 


Pregnancy; any act of war; pre-existing conditions; or 
hospitalization caused by the use of alcoholic beverages 
or narcotics. Everything else IS covered! 


ERE’S ALL YOU po: % 


Fill out application at right. 
Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 

Mail to DeMoss Associates, 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


OU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 
OMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 











with Your FiRst 


NO SALESMEN! 


ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 


Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both 
feet. 


Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified 
travel accidents! 


NUNS A UT 


TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 


APPLICATION FOR 230-0661 


Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy 





My name is 

Street or RD # ow 
EE ee 

Date of Birth: Month... © Day Year 





SS a ae a aN han NNe mA Aetna 
My beneficiary is 
| also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 

NAME DATE OF BIRTH 





AGE RELATIONSHIP BENEFICIARY 





Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or iliness or have you 
or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 


operation in the last five years? Yes FJ No [) 


If so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 





| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
hereby apply for a policy based on the understanding that the policy applied for does not 
cover conditions originating prior to the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued 
solely and entirely in reliance upon the written answers to the foregoing questions. 


THE GOLD STAR PLAN 
is underwritten by the fol- 
lowing leading companies 
(depending upon your State 
of residence): 


GUARANTEE TRUST LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
Chicago, Illinois 


OLD SECURITY LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
Kansas City, Missouri 


SOUTHERN GENERAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
Atlanta, Georgia 


WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH 
& ACCIDENT INS. CO. 
OF PENNA. 

King of Prussia, Pa. 





's 
APPLICATION 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 


PREMIUM TO VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
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foverage for Non-Drinkers ONLY!! 


oWFE to readers of CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
NO AGE LIMIT! 
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Bible Book of the Month 


ll TIMOTHY 


Tue prositems of II Timothy cannot 
be separated from those of the other 
Pastoral Epistles, I Timothy and Titus. 
Critics of all schools of thought agree 
that the three are closely related. Ii Tim- 
othy is sometimes set a little apart from 
the others, as being a little more Pauline 
and a little less “pastoral” (being more 
personal) than the other two. But such 
differences as exist are minor and the 
three must be studied together. 

Each of the three claims to have been 
written by St. Paul. They all read nat- 
urally as letters of the aged apostle to 
his younger assistants as he gives them 
advice in the discharge of the functions 
that he has committed to them. Second 
Timothy in particular contains un- 
doubted Pauline turns of phrase, so that 
most of those who deny the authenticity 
of these Epistles as a whole are con- 
that 
Pauline fragments have been preserved 
in this Epistle. While the great doctrines 


strained to admit some genuine 


of the earlier controversies are not ex- 
pounded in the same wav as in the 
Epistles of that time, there is nothing 
with 
were undoubtedly written by someone 


inconsistent them. These letters 
who accepted the Pauline teaching. For 
such reasons as these the letters have 
been accepted as genuine from the earli- 
est times until the last century. But in 
modern times, and especially since the 
publication of P. N. Harrison’s The 
Problem of the Pastoral Epistles in 1921, 


many critics have strongly contested the 


Pauline authorship, and that from a 
number of points of view. 

1. The Historical Allusions. E. F. 
Scott regards the historical allusions in 
these Epistles (especially in II Timothy) 
as being such that they virtually exclude 
Pauline authorship. The Pastorals, he 
says, “cannot be inserted at any point 
in the known life of Paul without throw- 
ing everything into confusion” (Moffatt 
Commentary, The Pastoral Epistles, p. 
17). It is admitted by most that the 
historical allusions cannot be fitted into 
the story of Acts. Conservatives have 
usually held that Paul was released after 
the imprisonment noted at the end of 
Acts and that the Pastorals belong to 
this period of his activity. This possi- 
bility is denied by many critics, but the 
plain fact is that we do not know what 
happened after the end of Acts. We are 


not in a position to deny further activity 


16 i 808 7 





of the apostles, and when the early 
Church at least from the time of Euse- 
bius affirmed it, and when the Pastorals 
seem to presuppose it, our best course is 
to accept it. Certainly it is much more 
reasonable to hold this than to hold 
(with P. N. Harrison) that a late writer 
has juggled certain authentic fragments 
taken from Paul's earlier activities into 
an impossible mosaic. 

2. Doctrinal Differences. This objec- 
tion is put succinctly by James Denney: 
“St. Paul was inspired, but the writer 
of these epistles is sometimes only ortho- 
dox” (The Death of Christ, p. 147). 
Paul propounds great doctrines and con- 
tends for them, whereas this writer urges 
his readers to hold to “the faith.” This 
is true, up to a point, but it can be 
exaggerated. Even its proponents admit 
that some passages have the authentic 
Pauline flavor (as Titus 3:5 f.), and 
they suggest that these are to be ex- 
plained as due to the writer's knowledge 
of, perhaps even study of, Paul's letters. 
Thus their position appears to be that 
when the Pastorals differ from Paul this 
shows difference of authorship, and 
when they resemble him it shows con- 
scious imitation! It is simpler to think 
of Paul as the author of both, and of 
the differences as due to different cor- 
respondents (there are no other letters 
to individuals in the situation of Timo- 
thy and Titus) and to different subject 
matter, perhaps also to the different 
way things struck the aged apostle. 

3. Vocabulary and Style. P. N. Harri- 
son has made a detailed examination of 
the vocabulary and style of these Epis- 
tles. To cite an example of his method, 
he finds that, whereas the other Pauline 
Epistles have from 3.3 hapax legomena 
(i. e., words found in New 
Testament writing) per page CII Thess.) 
to 6.2 per page (Phil.), If Timothy has 
12.9 per page, I Timothy 15.2 and Titus 
16.1. Montgomery Hitchcock has sub- 
jected this to scrutiny and shows that 
there are great variations within one 
Epistle. Thus Romans has 5, 11, and 2 
on successive pages, while the difference 
between II Corinthians 1-8 and 10-13 
is as great as that between the latter 
section and the Pastorals. Tests on other 
authors show the method to be untreli- 
able. Thus Cicero has 4 hapax legomena 
to the page in his oratorical works, and 
25 in his philosophical works (see 


no other 
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].T.S., 1929, pp. 272-79). The plain 
fact is that any writer's vocabulary alters 
to some extent with his subject, and the 
subjects treated in the Pastorals are not 
the same as those Paul treats elsewhere. 
Harrison has other linguistic evidence, 
all carefully marshalled, in which he 
tries to show that the language of the 
Pastorals is impossible for Paul but fits 
naturally into a later age. However, de- 
spite these confident claims, such an ex- 
that of Guthrie in the 
appendix to his Tyndale Commentary 
shows that little can be proved from 
any of it. 

4. Ecclesiastical 


amination as 


Organization. It is 
objected that the instructions about bish- 
ops, elders, and deacons presuppose a 
much more developed system of church 
government that we find in the time of 
Paul. To which it is fairly replied that 
Paul is not indifferent to proper organi- 
zation, and that if Acts is to be trusted 
he ordained elders in the churches of 
his foundation from the earliest times. 
Moreover the extent of organization in 
the Pastorals may easily be exaggerated. 
There the monarchial bishop has not yet 
emerged, and the ministry is not essen- 
tially different from that which we see 
elsewhere in the New Testament. If 
there is an increased concern for the due 
discharge of office, this may well be due 
to Paul's realization as he neared the 
end of his course of the importance of 
church officers as guardians of the true 
faith and leaders of the Christian com- 
munity. 

5. The Heresies. A further objection 
is that the false teaching being opposed 
is that which we see in the second cen- 
tury, not in Paul’s lifetime. This must 
be unhesitatingly dismissed. The tenets 
of the false teachers are not enunciated 
with any distinctness or fullness (both 
Paul and his correspondents knew all 
about it, so why go into details?). And 
in what is said there is nothing that we 
know to be incompatible with the false 
teaching current in apostolic times. 

It would seem then that the argu- 
ments commonly brought forward to dis- 
prove the authenticity of these Epistles 
are far from conclusive. They are suf- 
ficiently attractive to make it certain that 
many critical scholars will continue to 
hold them in one form or another. But 
there is nothing about them that need 
cause conservatives much concern. 
Neither singly nor collectively do they 
prove what their proponents would wish. 

Second Timothy is essentially a per- 
sonal note from Paul to his young friend. 
Exhortations to personal worthy conduct 
alternate with direc- (Cont. on page 39) 
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A LAYMAN and lus Faith 


THE JOY OF SALVATION 


THE JOY OF SALVATION cannot be sep- 
arated trom a sense of guilt. Only as we 
realize what we have been saved from 
can we begin to apprecicte that to which 
we have been called. 

One of the strange phenomena in the 
church today (and there are many) 
is the linking of a consciousness of guilt 
with an unhealthy Christian experience. 

There are of course sick persons, a 
part of whose illness consists of a morbid 
feeling of guilt, which is one symptom 
of an afflicted mind. But this is not the 
subject here. 

Rather | am writing of those who live 
with a radiant joy in their lives and on 
their faces—men and women who know 
their sins have been forgiven and who 
bask in Christ’s forgiving love. 

David, guilty of adultery and murder, 
said, “My sin is ever before me,” but he 
did not stop them. He pled for forgive- 
ness and had restored to him the joy of 
God's salvation. It was this attitude of 
repentance and confession which made 
him a man after God’s own heart. 

Contemporary preaching rarely goes 
further than to condemn inen for sins 
against society; rare indeed is the sermon 
that condemns sin against a holy God. 


« A few years ago an outstanding evan- 
gelist held a meeting in a large southern 
city. The response was gratifying and 
the writer knows personally a number of 
individuals who made decisions for 
Christ at that time. 

But all was not sweetness and light. 
The evangelist stated in the clearest 
biblical terms the fact of man’s sinfulness 
before God, the potentialities of the 
human heart for wickedness, and man’s 
only hope through faith in Christ’s 
atoning and redeeming work. 

When these meetings were concluded 
a prominent minister publicly remarked 
that it would take ten years to eliminate 
the guilt complex that such preaching 
had brought to his community. 

The fact that some of his parishioners 
had come face to face with their separa- 
tion from God because of sin unrepented 
and unforgiven had apparently triggered 
his own animosity to the evangelist. 

David, the psalmist and sweet singer 
of Israel, rejoiced in the Lord and ex- 
tolled His mercies and loving kindness 
because he could look back on his sins 
and know they had been forgiven. 


In Psalm 32 he speaks of the happi- 
ness of those whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sin is covered, and he 
goes on to speak of the deadening effect 
of unconfessed sin: “When I declared 
not my sin, my body wasted away. . 

I acknowledged my sin to thee, and I 
did not hide my iniquity; I said, ‘I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord’; 
then thou forgave the guilt of my sin.” 

We live in a time when culture and 
social graces are confused with Chris- 
tianity; when a “decent life” precludes 
the necessity of facing up to our own sin- 
fulness; in a time when the average 
church member seems to feel that in 
some measure he is doing God a favor 
by engaging in church activities. 

The devotion of Peter and his fearless 
preaching of a gospel which he well 
knew could lead him to a martyr’s 
death stemmed in some degree from his 
memory of denying his Lord three times. 

Church history is replete with the 
stories of saints who frequently referred 
to the pit from which they had been 
rescued by a loving God. 

Why is there so little joy of salvation 
today? Christian joy should not stem 
from the hope of heaven one whit more 
than from a sense of sins forgiven. 

That many Christians have no sense 
of joy is, in some instances, due to the 
temperament of the individual. But in 
the case of many, the problem is really 
that the enormity of sin and its eternal 
consequences have never been appre- 
hended, nor has there ever dawned upon 
the heart a realization of the implications, 
both temporal and eternal, of the Son of 
God dying for those sins. 


4 Inherent in the joy of salvation is a 
deep apprehension of the grace of God. 
It is grace all the way with no merit on 
our part. Yet for most of us there is the 
lurking feeling that we have done or are 
doing something to earn our own salva- 
tion and justify God’s loving us. 

In past generations there may have 
been a tendency to preach sin and its 
dire consequences in too lurid detail. We 
say “may” because we are not sure sin 
can be depicted in a manner worse than 
it actually is. 

But of this we are sure: there is much 
that is lacking in preaching today when 
it comes to the sins of the human heart. 


Our Lord says: “For out of the heart 
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proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulter- 
ies, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: these are the things which 
defile a man.” 

There is little joy of salvation because 
too few admit the evil in their own hearts 
and therefore have no sense of cleansing 
and release. 

Psychiatrists, psychologists, and some 
others may inveigh against anything 
which produces a “guilt complex,” but an 
honest minister of the Gospel can only 
preach the love and mercy of God against 
the background of human sinfulness. To 
pat men on the back and tell them they 
are “not too bad” is contrary to the Scrip- 
tures and engender in the sinner a false 
sense of goodness and security. 

A victim of cancer may be lulled into 
an unjustified state of optimism because 
some charlatan tells him his ailment is 
a minor one, amenable to palliative treat- 
ment; but another victim of malignancy 
can rejoice after his disease is accurately 
diagnosed and adequately treated. 

When the psalmist said, “Let the re- 
deemed of the Lord say so,” he was 
affirming the privilege and obligation of 
the saved sinner to give glory to God. 

When Christ told the healed demoniac 
“Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee,” 
he was affirming the obligation of Chris- 
tian witness. This individual knew of 
his wretched state and how Christ had 
changed it all. Little wonder that the 
story concludes, “And ke departed, and 
began to publish in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him; and all 
men did marvel.” 

The joy of one’s salvation is in itself 
a wonderful witness to others. This is a 
far cry from a “satanic sweetness” which 
tries to impress on others one’s own good- 
ness. Rather it is a sense of sins forgiven 
and glory and praise rendered to the 
One who has forgiven. 

Furthermore, out of such joy of one’s 
salvation comes a compassionate love for 
others who have never experienced for- 
giveness and release. 

The “prison house of sin” is more than 
a poetic expression—it is a reality, and 
only those who have in some measure 
sensed its awfulness and found deliver- 
ance through Christ can either sense or 
express the joy of salvation. 

The greatest joy to be had in this 
world is in the realm of the spiritual. It 
is joy centered in the Saviour and a 
sense of the sin from which he has saved 
us. Only then do we magnify the Lord 

with our lips and honor him with our 
lives. L. Netson Beri 
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Basic Christian Doctrines: 12. 


The doctrine called providence per- 
vades the Scriptures of both Testaments. 
It is not incidental or accidental, but 
it is rationally integral to the scriptural 
system of truth and joyfully integral to 
its way of life. The term comes from 
the Latin pro and videre, meaning to 
look ahead, to foresee, and thus to plan 
in advance. But as here used, it also 
means to carry out the plan. And, since 
the agent of providence is the all-know- 
ing, all-powerful God, literally everything 
is included. Although for purposes of 
analysis (following the order of the his- 
torical unfolding of God’s purpose) we 
properly distinguish between creation, 
providence, redemption, and fulfillment, 
they all are simply stages in one eternal 
and unchanging purpose, the several his- 
torical stages of which are completely 
harmonious with, and fully support, each 
other. In a brief article such as this, 
such a claim obviously cannot be fully 
documented. However, anyone who may 
doubt it should read the Scriptures with 
this claim in mind and allow them to 
make their own impression on his mind. 
He will find that certain passages, as 
Psalm 139, express this doctrine sharply 
and powerfully, but the calm assurance 
with which the Scriptures as a whole 
either refer to it or simply assume it 
should perhaps have an even more con- 
vincing effect. A briefer way of achiev- 
ing the same result might be to read Dr. 
G. C. Berkouwer’s delightful treatise on 
The Providence of God. It is open to 
anyone to doubt the truth of the doc- 
trine if the intellectual difhculties which 
it undoubtedly entails seem overwhelm- 
ing; but it is not open to any candid 
mind to doubt that the Scriptures uni- 
formly teach it and take it for granted, 
or that millions of intelligent believers 
live joyfully and triumphantly in the 
conviction of its truth. 


€ Integral to Creation. This doctrine, as 
we have said, is integral to, harmonious 
with, and fulfills the doctrine of creation. 
Without it, the latter would be, as Cal- 
vin says, “jejune.” For, as he also says, 
“unless we proceed to his providence, we 
have no correct conception of the mean- 
ing of the article ‘that God is the Crea- 
tor” and “no one seriously believes that 
the world was made by God, who is not 
persuaded that he takes care of his own 
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works.” The Creator may not be thought 
to have made the world without any 
definite idea of what he intended to do 
with it, to discover that, when later his 
plans were matured, it was not well 
adapted to his purpose. What we can 
see, by revelation or by discovery, of his 
grand design shows clearly that central 
to it, so far as this world is concerned, 
is personal association. And so, from the 
beginning, he made the world so that it 
could be a responsive stage for, and a 
contributing instrument of, personal fel- 
lowship, having indeed a share in that 
fellowship according to its various levels 
of potentiality. It is, as Keats expressed 
it, “a vale of soul-making”; and this is 
true even if the absolute idealists, who 
made great use of this conception, failed 
to understand its true significance. 

But this involved the precise balancing 
of two apparently opposite conditions. 
On the one hand, as deism and natural- 
ism one-sidedly maintain, God gave the 
world an abiding existence with inherent 
organization and with stable operations 
according to law; the world and its sev- 
eral constituent parts exist in some sense 
in their own right, possess their own 
character, and operate with their own 
dynamism. Thus the created world can 
be understood by acquaintance with ‘ts 
individual parts and discovery of its (and 
their) laws, and it can normally be in- 
cluded in planning without fear that it 
will change its character and action irre- 
sponsibly and unpredictably. But if, as 
deism and naturalism further maintain, 
the natural world were a closed system 
with no possibility of influence by its 
higher levels on the lower, or by the 
Creator, then the possibility of personal 
fellowship within it would have been 
precariously provided for only within 
narrow circles and the Creator would 
have been shut out. And so, as panthe- 
ism maintains, God made the world 
everywhere, always and in all its parts 
open to and dependent upon his pres- 
ence; and, as the French occasionalists 
also insisted, though equally one-sidedly, 
he made it completely responsive in all 
its operations to his will. If the con- 
tinuous divine energy were even mo- 
mentarily withdrawn, creation would 
lapse into nothingness. This is not, as 
Barth teaches, because it would be over- 
whelmed by a mysteriously positive and 
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aggressive “chaos,” although a power and 
purpose and a personal kingdom of de- 
struction do exist. But, were the divine 
providence withheld, the created world 
would lapse into nothingness even if no 
such kingdom of evil existed at all. It 
would do so because it was originally 
made to be continuously dependent 
upon the sustaining power of God, and 
it was so made in the service of his pur- 
pose of personal fellowship. The same 
conception may be stated in positive 
terms. Although God and the created 
world are not to be identified, yet the 
relationship is so intimate that God is 
everywhere present and active, so that 
any action of created being, or of a cre- 
ated being, is at the same time God's act. 


€ Basic to Redemption and Fulfillment. 
Involved in what has already been said 
is the further fact that the doctrine of 
providence is basic to and completely 
harmonious with the doctrines of re- 
demption and fulfillment. They simply 
represent, in view of the fact of evil, 
the further outworking of God’s original 
and unchanging purpose of personal fel- 
lowship. God had them in mind when 
he created the world and as he provi- 
dentially sustains and governs it. The 
Lamb was slain from before the founda- 
tion of the world, and the world was 
so created and constituted and providen- 
tially governed that, in the fullness of 
the times, he would enter into it by way 
of incarnation, live and die in it, and 
rise again. This was no afterthought 
worked out in a world not already pre- 
pared for it. All history, including cosmic 
history, was from the beginning designed 
to be summed up in Christ by the power, 
wisdom, and grace of God, who is con- 
tinuously immanent in the world as he 
is ever also transcendent to it. 

God’s providence embraces not only 
the whole, but its parts as well—“all his 
creatures and all their actions.” This 
includes “free” creatures, their “free” 
actions (even their evil ones), and their 
sinful state. It is here that many who 
would disagree with what has already 
been said begin to hesitate or deny. 
Among the various reasons given for 
negative reaction at this point, two seem 
to be of basic importance, and another, 
not so generally recognized or admitted, 
is probably even more influential. The 
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latter is simply the refusal of the sinful 
human heart to surrender to God and 
to rest joyfully in his sovereignty. Those 
who acknowledge it do not need that 
it be further discussed here, and to 
those who refuse to admit it nothing 
that we can say would do much good. 
So we will turn to the other sources of 
difficulty. One of them is a certain dual- 
ism which assumes or asserts that if God 
rules in any action, then it is God's act 
and not a free man’s, and if man acts 
freely, then it is man’s act and not God's. 
A careful exposure of this unbiblical 
dualism is sorely needed, for by it much 
theological discussion (notably at this 
time discussion of revelation and inspira- 
tion) is vitiated. But such an exposure 
clearly lies beyond the limits of this 
discussion. Suffice it here to point out 
that the Scriptures nowhere present or 
endorse such a dualism. They freely 
attribute human actions to God—actions 
which, insofar as they are attributed to 
man, are judged to be good or evil. One 
and the same act is an act of self-hard- 
ening on Pharaoh’s part and an act of 
hardening by God of Pharaoh’s heart. 
One and the same act is a result of the 
evil purposes of Joseph’s brethren and of 
the good purpose of God. Also, be it 
carefully noted, the relations between 
man and God, in these free human 
actions, is not simply a voluntary co- 
operation of two independent actors. It is 
much more intimate than that. Paul is 
in Christ and Christ is in Paul. We are 
to work out our own salvation, for it is 
God that worketh in us both the willing 
ind the doing. A scriptural study of the 
work of the Holy Spirit as possession 
would be specially illuminating at this 
point. It would make it abundantly clear 
why the Scriptures are aware of no prob- 
lem here, because they take for granted 
ind affirm not this subtle dualism but 
God’s providential and gracious rule. 






































' The Problem of Evil. The other source 
f difficulty for many is the far pro- 
founder problem of evil. There are really 
‘wo problems of evil. One, which may 
ve called the practical problem of evil, 
asks: since evil there is, what can be 
done about it? The Gospel is the suff- 
tient answer. The other may be called 
the theoretical problem of evil. In a 
world created and providentially sus- 
ined and governed by a God of infinite 
wisdom, goodness, and power, how could 
evil possibly be real? How could such a 
God be said to sustain and govern evil 
creatures in their continued being and in 
all their actions? The writer of the Book 
of Job, the Psalmist, and other Scripture 

















writers are aware of some aspects of this 
theoretical problem but, though some 
light is here and there thrown upon it, 
the Scriptures never attempt a theoretical 
answer to it. When some aspect of it is 
presented, it is always as a challenge to 
faith; and from the resulting struggle 
faith emerges strengthened and deep- 
ened, and expressing itself as doxology. 
Modern believers find themselves in the 
same situation. They freely acknowledge 
that no man knows the answer to this 
theoretical problem—an acknowledgment 
that is only confirmed by a study of 
Barth’s ambitious attempt to solve the 
problem. Their faith is challenged, but 
it emerges singing “This is my “Father's 
world.” They confess with Lewis F. 
Stearns, “If we only had the faith to 
apprehend, in the things seen and tem- 
poral, the things unseen and eternal, we 
should discover in every running brook 
and every breaking dawn, in every event 
of history and every experience of life, 
the presence of Our Saviour, working for 
human redemption.” Or, as B. B. War- 
field used to express it, “The devil thinks 
he is free; but he has the bit in his 
mouth, and God holds the reins.” 
Naturally, if some other god is sub- 
stituted for the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, this can become an 
unspeakably terrible doctrine. By any 
who know God in Christ but have re- 
jected him, this doctrine will also be 
fiercely rejected. If, forgetting the hu- 
mility that is due in our situation of 
finiteness and sinfulness, we insist on 
having all the answers, this doctrine may 
well seem incredible. But if, knowing 
Whom we have believed, we are ready 
to follow the light which he has re- 
vealed, we will find that this doctrine 
(which is light indeed in the midst of 
our darkness) will inevitably issue, to- 
gether with all the other Christian doc- 
trines with which it is harmoniously 
associated, in a life of gratitude and joy. 


€ Bibliography: For statements of this 
doctrine in the church creeds: P. Schaff, 
The Creeds of Christendom, 3 volumes. 
More detailed discussions: J. Calvin, 
Institutes, I.xvi-xviii (condensed into 
four pages in H. T. Kerr, Jr., Compend 
of the Institutes); C. Hodge, Systematic 
Theology, Vol. 1, Chap. 11. More mod- 
ern monographs: G. C. Berkouwer, The 
Providence of God; H. H. Farmer, The 
World and God; G. Harkness, The Provi- 
dence of God; W. G. Pollard, Chance 
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FRESH AIR CAMP 
with a 
GOAL 


The Scott Mission will accommo- 
date over 200 mothers and children 
during July and August on a 96- 
acre farm at Caledon, Ontario. For 
many underprivileged souls it will 
be the first contact with Christian 
life and love. We seek to present 
a testimony that challenges both 
Jew and Gentile—the message of 
salvation and redemption, peace 
and goodwill. A Jewish lady in De- 
troit sent us $10.00 so that others 
can enjoy camp. In an enclosed 
note she said, “Dear Mr. Zeid- 
man: I still remember the hymns, 
choruses and Bible stories I learned 
at Fresh Air Camp and I am now 
teaching them to my three young- 
sters. A.G.” 

Fifteen dollars will accommo- 
date a child or mother. Your gift 
will enable us to send a child to 
camp, and shield it from dangers 
of the roadways and traffic of the 
city. Should you be led to share in 
this Christ-like ministry, please 
make cheques payable to “The 
Scott Mission Inc.” Cash contribu- 
tions should be sent by registered 
mail. Thank you and the Lord 
bless you. 


THE SCOTT MISSION INC. 


Rev. M. Zeidman Rev. A. Zeidman 
Executive Director Managing Director 
502 SPADINA AVENUE 
TORONTO 4, ONTARIO 
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THE AMERICAN DREAM 


A SERMON BY THE LATE PETER MARSHALL 


In his column “Day Book” 
described Peter Marshall's ‘ 
documents of recent times.” D 
Norman Corwin’s war-time radio 
It is 
pany, 


During the Second World War, I met on the train a 
lieutenant who had just returned from fighting in 
Italy. 
He had been in the North African campaign. 
He had fought in Sicily. 
He wore the Purple Heart ribbon with his cam- 
paign ribbons. 
I asked him what he thought of America. 
It was a hard question to ask a man who had been gone 
so long, 
who had been fighting for his country 
who had been wounded in action . . 
It was almost an impertinence. 
He said that after what he had seen in North Africa 
and in Italy, he appreciated America more than ever. 
He described the filth and the squalor of the cities he 
had seen... 
He spoke of Tunis and Bizerte . . . 
He told me of his impression of the Arabs and the 
natives of North Africa. 
He had been deeply impressed with their misery and 
their slums. 


I asked him some rhetorical questions, not expecting 
answers but rather to make him think, and to divert his 
attention from the bottle of rum in his raincoat pocket 
which, he had told me, he intended to finish between 
Roanoke and Washington. 


“What is America?” I asked. 

“What were you fighting for? 
Did anyone in North Africa ever ask you that question? 
If they had, what would you have said?” 
I venture to say that deep down in the hearts of the 
men who fought the bitterest battles—of them who 
died—there was a glimmering of an understanding that 
the things for which they fought were somehow all 
tied up in one bundle of ideals 

of concepts 

of principles 

that we call the American Dream. 
It is a Dream that has shone brightly at times 

and that has faded at other times. 
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in the Washington Times-Herald Tris Coffin 


‘The American Dream” as 


“one of the great 


r. Marshall got the idea for his sermon from 
program, We Hold 
reprinted here by permission of the McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
Inc., publishers of Catherine Marshall's A Man Called Peter. 


These Truths. 


World events today are forcing us, whether we realize it 
or not, to rediscover the meanings and the significances 
of the things that make 
nations. . 


America different from other 


the hope of a world weary of war, heartsick and 

hungry. 
What is the American Dream? 
What is it that makes our country different? 
Do you know . . . you who fought for it overseas . .. 

who braved the sniper in the jungle, 
who flew through flak-filled skies, 
who waded through the mud of Italy, 

who knew the heat of the desert sun and the cold of 

the North Atlantic? 
Do you know . you who made your speeches in 
Congress and waxed eloquent on the stump? 
Do you know . . . you who boast of your ancestry and 
your membership in patriotic societies? 
What is America? 
Where is our country going? 
Let no answer be lightly made. . . . 
We cannot speak with any truth or realism about the 
future unless we understand the past. 
What has America to give the rest of the world? 
If only grain 

or money 

or clothing 
or armaments... 

then we have already lost the war and the peace... 
and our own souls. 
Ours is a Covenant Nation... 
The only surviving nation on earth that had its origins 
in the determination of the Founding Fathers to estab- 
lish a settlement 

“to the glory of God and the advancement of the 

Christian faith.” 
That was what William Bradford and George Carver 
had in mind when, beneath the swinging lantern in 
the cabin of the Mayflower, they affixed “their signa 
tures to the solemn declaration which established the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
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They had come from the Old World and were seeking 
refuge in the New. 
They had come from tyranny and oppression . . . 
They had come from fear and coercion . . . 
They had come from famine and from diffi- 
culty... 
from wars and threats of wars. ... 
And they sought a new life in a new land. 
Religious liberty to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of one’s own conscience 
and equal opportunity for all men . . . 
These are the twin pillars of the American Dream. 
Now a Covenant Nation is one that recognizes its de- 
pendence upon God and its responsibility toward God. 
This nation was so born. 
God was recognized as the source of human rights. 
The Declaration of Independence says so. 
A Covenant Nation is one which recognizes that God 
and His purposes stand over and above the nation... 
that the highest role a nation can play is to reflect 
God's righteousness in national policy. 
That is what Bradford and Carver certainly intended. 
That is what Roger Williams sought, when he set up 
his settlement in Providence, Rhode Island. 
That is what William Penn was striving after in Penn- 
sylvania. 
That is what they wanted in Maryland, when, in 1649, 
the Maryland Act of Toleration set it down in writing. 
That is what Thomas Jefferson was striving after when 
he wrote the Declaration of Independence. 
That is what they fought for too. 
You can trace it from Bunker Hill 
from Lexington and Concord 
down through Valley Forge. . . . 
They were concerned about rights. 
These free men who had burlap wrapped around 
their feet, as they marched through the snow, 
who carefully hoarded their gunpowder and 
clutched their muskets under their tattered uni- 
forms to keep them dry. . . . 
They were concerned about the rights of free men. 
They made the first down-payments there—down- 
payments that have been kept up to this good day . . . 
through Chateau-Thierry and the Argonne . . . 
to Anzio and Cassino. . . 
at Saint-Lo and Bastogne . . . 
at Tarawa and Iwo Jima... 
at Saipan and Guadalcanal. . . . 
There have been periods in our history when the 
American Dream has faded and grown dim. 
Today there is real danger that the American Dream 
will become the Forgotten Dream. 
For freedom is not the right to do as one pleases 


but the opportunity to please to do what is right. 
The Founding Fathers sought freedom . . . 
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not from law but freedom in law; 
not freedom from government—but freedom in gov- 
ernment; 
not freedom from speech—but freedom in speech; 
not freedom from the press—but freedom in the press; 
not freedom from religion—but freedom in religion. 
We need to ponder these things today. 
Our standard of values is out of focus. 
We boast that many of our national leaders came out 
of country schoolhouses. 
Yet the average country school teacher makes $1,500 
a year, while we pay Big League baseball players 
$60,000 to $80,000 a year. 
I, for one, enjoy baseball, but is hitting home runs 
more important than giving boys and girls an edu- 
cation? 
It is a strange commentary on our standard of values 
that lobbyists who try to influence legislation get more 
money than the men who write it. 
There is something wrong with a standard of values 
that gives a radio comedian a million dollars and a 
high school teacher two thousand. 
The reward is greater for making people laugh than it 
is for making people think. 
Again, no nation on earth has more laws, and yet more 
lawlessness than this nation. 
There exists a current philosophy which you and | 
have accepted, more or less, that 
if we don't like a law, we need feel no obligation 
to keep it. 
Any philosophy which thus makes the will of the peo- 
ple its norm for morality and righteousness is a false 
philosophy. 
The test, after all, is not whether a certain law is pop- 
ular but whether the law is based upon fundamental 
justice 
fundamental decency and righteousness 
fundamental morality and goodness. 
What we need is not law enforcement—but law ob- 
servance. 
In a modern society there is no real freedom from law. 
There is only freedom in law. 
Our government is in danger of control by corrupt 
party machines and even by gangsters— 
cynical 
ruthless 
self-seeking lovers of power... 
a fact which should challenge every true patriot and 
summon all who love America to roll up their sleeves 
and make this once again a “government of the people 
by the people 
for the people.” . . . 
For what is freedom? 
Is it immunity for the unreliable and the despotic? 
Is it freedom to take what you want regardless of the 
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tights of others? 
Is it a matter of getting yours while the getting is good? 
The story of the waste of this nation’s riches, for ex- 
ample, is a sad story of the misuse of “freedom.” 
Consider the philosophy which for far too long per- 
vaded the thinking of those who settled and developed 
our southland. 
Their philosophy was “plow and plant 
plow and plant 

plow and plant, until the land is exhausted, 
and then we'll move farther west and repeat the 
process. 
Consider the philosophy of those who went into our 
forests to cut timber, feeling no responsibility to replace 
what they took by reforestation, so that we cut into 
vast tracts of good timberland and left it open, 

with no windbreak ‘ee 


with no barrier against erosion .. . 


. and the 
removal of hundreds of thousands of acres of irreplace- 


with nothing to prevent dust-bowl storms . . 


able topsoil, which year after year was washed into the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
Only now is the Department of Agriculture meeting 
with any success in persuading our farmers to adopt 
contour plowing 

to put in windbreaks 

to sow crops, grass, shrubs, and trees 

that will tend to hold the soil together, and keep on 
the face of America that irreplaceable fertility which, 
in the past, has been her wealth. 
[ needn’t say anything about the extravagant misuse 
or abuse of our wild life. 
There are many of you who, as hunters, know perfectly 
well that only the stupidity and greed of so-called 
sportsmen are responsible for the elimination of so 
many duck and wildfowl, once so plentiful, now non- 
existent. ... 
\ll because somebody said: “This is a free country. | 
have a right to hunt and shoot and kill.” 
Surely freedom does not mean that people can do as 
they like with the country’s resources! 
There are so many things that are wonderful about 
America— 

things that are gloriously right and well worth 

defending. 
But there are also things that are deeply and danger- 
ously wrong with America, and the true patriot is he 
who sees them 

regrets them 

and tries to remove them. 
The Bill of Rights applies to all men equally .. . 
Yet where is the man who considers others equal to 
himself .. . 

who feels that other men are his brothers . . . 


who is ready to agree that liberty, except for him- 
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self, is a good thing? 
The modern man will hardly admit, 
though in his heart he knows it to be true... 
that it is only by the grace of God that he was not born 
of a different race or creed. 
“All men are created equal,” 
Independence. 
“All men are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights.” 
And this applies to red men 
and yellow men 
and black men 
as well as white men. 
There is nothing in the Bill of Rights that says: 
“This applies only to men with white skins 
or to people from Virginia.” 
But we must confess with troubled heart that not yet 
are the black men in our land wholly free. 
They are even yet half-slave in this “land of the free 
and home of the brave.” 
A democracy that boasts of freedom and still keeps 
some of its citizens in bondage is not worth defending. 
Let the implication of this sink into every American 
heart. 
Again, while we know that the lot of the workingman 
in America is better than that of the workingman in 
any other nation, yet we seem to have more difficulty in 
labor relations here than in any place else in the world. 
That is a paradox. 
It is something very hard to understand. 
Now before you get me wrong, I want to make it clear 
that I was a member of a union. 
When I left Scotland I was a mechanical engineer. 
I have worked in machine shops, and for three years 
I worked alternately night and day . 
one week day shift and one ani night shift. . 
I know what it is to be unemployed, 
to be out of work because other men are on strike. 
I know what it is to work on time rate. 
I used to average 10.48 pence per hour by time rate. 
[ know what it is to work piecework. 
I know about incentive plans, and 1 know about slow- 
downs. 
I want it clearly understood that I not only believe in, 
but I am willing to defend labor's right to organize 
labor’s right collectively to bargain 
labor's right to strike. 
But I am also prepared to defend the right of a man 
to work, if he would rather work than strike. 
I am also prepared to defend the right of an employer to 
hire whom he will, and to fire those who are no longer 
necessary to his operation, or who, by laziness or dis- 
obedience, or by any other cause, are no longer accept- 
able to his employ. 
I am also ready to defend the right of a man to join a 


says the Declaration of 
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union, if he wants to, and also the right of another 
man to stay out of it, if he would rather. 
I believe that is concerned with fundamental rights in 
the American Bill of Rights. 
In the first few months of living in this country, I went 
to New York City to try to get a job on a steel- 
construction job. 
They were building a skyscraper, and I was told that 
I could get a job, but there were two things I would 
have to do. 
One, I would have to go to the hiring hall that night 
and join the union. 
That was all right, I could do that. 
And then I was told, “You see that guy over there and 
pay him $50.” 
If I would do that, I would be all right. 
And I decided I would not do that. 
I decided that that was not my understanding of the 
American way of life, 
that I was not going to buy a job . 
that I was not going to bribe anybody, 
nor was I going to recognize the right of one 
man to collect at the expense of other men who 
needed work. 
The paradox is that labor in this country does not 
realize how well off it is. 
Nor do the leaders of labor unions seem to realize that 
with power comes responsibility, and that these two 
things are joined together by the eternal laws of God. 
Apparently some labor union leaders, together with 
some employers, do not seem yet to have learned that 
to every right there is attached a duty, 
and to every privilege there is tied an obligation. 
We, in America, are today enjoying the greatest free- 
dom the world has ever known— 
a freedom that staggers all who will consider it— 
for we are free in these days to ignore the very things 
that others died to provide. 
We are free, if we please, to neglect the right of 
franchise . . . 
free to give up the right to worship God in our own 
way... 
free to set aside, as of no consequence, the 
Church’s open door . . . 
free to let the open Bible gather dust. 
We are free to neglect the liberties we have inherited. 
Surely there can be no greater freedom than that! 
Significantly, religious liberty stands first in the Bill of 
Rights. 
It is the most essential, the foundation of all the other 
freedoms. 
Take that away, and eventually all freedom crumbles. 
But the Constitution and the Bill of Rights would 
seem to infer that we will worship God in some way. 
Now, this generation has distorted religious freedom 
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to mean freedom from religion. 
We find our Supreme Court now declaring it uncon- 
stitutional to teach our children that this nation was 
founded under God to His glory and for the advance- 
ment of the Christian faith .. . 
unconstitutional to include in the curriculum of our 
children’s education any knowledge of God. 
Today 85,000,000 Americans or 63 per cent of our 
population are without even a nominal connection 
with any church. 
At least 30,000,000 children and young people are 
entirely without religious training of any kind. 
But our children are souls—made in the image of God. 
These souls are immortal and will live forever, and the 
human brain is but a tool and an instrument which the 
human soul shall use. 
In the name of God... 
in the name of truth. . . 
teaching about religion must be demanded and pro- 
vided for the children of today, if this democracy and 
this civilization are to survive. 
The idea may be abroad in some a that democ- 
racy is the thing that must be preserved . 
and that God is to be brought in as its servant. 
We must not get the cart before the horse. 
The plea of the Church today is not that people shall 
call upon God to return to democracy and bless it . 
But rather that we shall together cause our democ- 
racy to return to God and be blessed. 
Let us remember that we are a republic under God. 
Let us remember that each of the metal coins we 
jingle in our pockets bears the inscription 
“In God We Trust.” 
Is that just blasphemy? 
What does it mean to trust in God? 
Certainly no conception of trust in God can make any 
sense which assumes that He will prosper our ways or 
bless us, 
until our ways become His ways... 
until we begin to keep the conditions He has specifi- 
cally laid down for national blessing. 
The blessing of peace is not a product of politics—but 
a fruit of righteousness. 
God’s order is always righteousness and peace— 
not peace and righteousness. 
The Bible has been telling us that for centuries. 
When will we learn it? 
Desperately we need a return to government by prin- 
ciples rather than by politics. 
But where are the principles evident in the events of 
this present hour? 
Peace is not made by compromise. 
It does not grow out of expediency. 
Peace is not a flower growing in the world’s formal 
garden. 
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It is rather a product of the blacksmith’s forge— 
hammered out on the anvils of sacrifice and suffering 


heated in the fires of devotion to righteousness . . . 
tempered in the oil of mercy and goodness . . . 
Peace is a costly thing. 
Now, there are only two nations in the world today 
capable of shouldering world responsibility for peace. 
One of them, the United States of America, shies away 
from it. 
She does not want it... 
She does not seek it . . . 
The idea is distasteful; her instinct is to withdraw. 
The other, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, is 
eager for it, plotting and planning for it, and has 
openly announced its intention to have it at whatever 
cost. 
Now the choice is clear. 
Either we withdraw and let the Russians do it, or we 
assume it, unwilling and reluctant though we are. 
But the price of world leadership is high. 
Deep in our hearts we know that we are not good 
enough for it. 
The call is therefore for Christian men and women, 
of every communion, to become fighters for peace 
practitioners for righteousness. 
Every Catholic and Protestant, who owns the name 
of Jesus, must fight together to make America good 
enough to lead the world, 
to make the American Dream of equal opportunity 
for all men come true. 
I believe that the 
glimpsed by enough people 
and is deep enough in the heart of the average 
citizen 


Nonetheless, dream has been 


to shape America’s future and make the dream come 
true. 
We have already done a great deal for the rest of the 
world. 
Let no man minimize our gifts. 
But they are not enough. 
We have to give more, and I do not mean more dollars. 
I do not mean more tractors. 
I do not mean more guns. 
We have to give more of the only thing, after all, that 
makes our life different from theirs, namely, our ideals 
our faith 
our philosophy of life 
our concept of human dignity 
our Bill of Rights 
our American Dream. 

That is what we have to export— 
That is what we have to give to the French 

and the Italians 

and the British 
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and the Belgians 
and the Dutch. 
That is what we have to give to the Czechs 
the Poles 
the Bulgars 
and the Slovaks. 
If we can somehow sit down with their governments 
and say, “Now, look here, rich American blood was 
poured out to make possible your establishing this kind 
of government. 
We don’t mean that you have got to copy ours, but 
you have to make it possible for a man living within 
the borders of Greece to have the same opportunities 
that a man has in the state of Missouri.” 
Three hundred thousand Americans did not die in the 
Second World War merely to see conditions develop 
again that will make necessary another war. 
God forbid. 
That is what we fought for, because we found out 
that if there is a denial of personal liberty in Athens 
or in Prague 
or in Amsterdam 
or in Edinburgh, 
there is a restriction of personal liberty in Boston and 
Charleston. 
We found out that what happened on the banks of the 
Yangtze River affects the farmer over in Stark County 
or the man who makes shoes in St. Louis or Massa- 
chusetts. 
It affects Joe Doaks, with a cigar stuck in his mouth, 
sitting out there in the bleachers in the ball park yelling 
for his club. 
These are the things America has to export, and per- 
haps that is the reason why Almighty God, with the 
hand of Providence, guided this nation. 
He has made and preserved our nation . . 
maybe that is the reason . 
in order that this Republic of forty-eight states, in a 
federal union, might save the rest of the world, by 
giving back to them the new life that was forged from 
the anvil of sacrifice and daring adventure in this 
country... 
America may be humanity's last chance. 
Certainly it is God’s latest experiment. 
But we cannot fool God about our individual or 
national goodness. 
Let us not be deluded into thinking we can fool our- 
selves. 
And so I come to my text—II Chronicles 7:14. 
It is God’s word for America today— 

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.” END 


























The raincoat-clad profile (see above) 
was familiar. Many of the 10,000 or 
more huddled against the cold downpour 
at Manchester’s Maine Road Stadium 
would even have said that it was Billy 
Graham himself. Graham, however, was 
confined to a London hotel room with 
a throat infection. The preacher was 
Graham’s associate evangelist and look- 
alike protégé, Leighton Ford, tapped to 
take over the first week of the Man- 
chester crusade. 

Prior to sailing for England, Graham 
had contracted a mild case of flu. Aboard 
ship, a secondary infection set in, and 
before a battery of television and news- 
reel cameras, radio microphones and press 
reporters at Southampton, he talked him- 
self hoarse. 

Graham was subsequently ordered to 
His ailment seemed to defy the 
usual antibiotics. Preliminary meetings in 
Manchester were cancelled. On the eve 
of the actual crusade opening, doctors 
gave Graham a thorough examination. 
Their verdict: another week in bed. 

Team members were gratified at the 
reception given Ford by the public. He 
preached for the first five nights, and by 
Friday, June 2, the crowd had doubled. 

Graham was still troubled by a slight 
fever when he took the platform for the 
first time on June 3, fortified with 
5,000,000 units of penicillin Caverage 
dose: 300,000). 

“God will not deal with us or give us 
peace while we are in our sins,” he 
declared in a voice modulated by the 
effects of his ailment. “Christ’s blood is 
the only detergent to wash your sins 
away.” 

Strongly in evidence was the enthus- 


bed. 


Manchester Crusade: Graham Battles Throat IIIs 


From his London sickbed, when 
told by physicians that he must forego 
the opening of the Manchester 
crusade, evangelist Billy Graham nom- 
inated his 29-year-old brother-in-law, 
Leighton Frederick Sandys Ford. 

It was no snap decision. Graham 
has been grooming Ford for more than 
12 years, ever since the two met at a 
Chatham, Ontario, youth rally. At 
that time Graham advised Toronto- 
born Ford to enroll at Wheaton Col- 
lege, his own alma mater. 

An adopted child, Ford was reared 
a Presbyterian and was converted at 
an early age at a Canadian Keswick 
conference. He entered Wheaton 
in 1949, majored in philosophy, and 
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graduated with highest honors. He 
won similar honors at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary and was ordained in 
1955 by the Mecklenburg (North 
Carolina) Presbytery. That same year 
Ford married Graham’s sister Jean, 
whom he had met at Wheaton. 

It was in England that Ford joined 
the Graham team as an associate evan- 
gelist for the London crusade six years 
ago. Last month, Ford was back, this 
time in the unexpected key role of 
substituting for an ailing Graham at 
the outset of the Manchester crusade. 

“T felt numb at first,” he said, “but 
then I felt a confidence that God 
would sustain me and that Christ 
would be glorified.” 





@GHRISTIANITY TODAY NEWS 


iasm of church people in Manchester. 
Many of the clergy followed the lead of 
the Rt. Rev. W. D. L. Greer, Bishop of 
Manchester, and pitched in with the zeal 
and that 
Lancashire famous. 


industriousness has made 

Nonetheless, a measure of hostility was 
likewise evident. On the pages of the 
world-famed Manchester Guardian ap- 
peared a patronizing comment which re- 
flected the deep alienation of many 
Mancunians from the life of the Church. 
“Nothing was said that would have con- 
verted the skeptics,” observed “Our Own 
Reporter.” “This was evangelism on a 
super-de-luxe best seller scale—or so it 
seemed.” 

As often is the case, reliable statistics 
of the crusade’s impact were hard to 
track down. The Graham organization’s 
own publication, Decision, reported 
10,000 land-line relays (closed-circuit 
audio transmissions) of the evangelist’s 
messages. The British Evangelical Alli- 
ance, which arranged the relays, said 
there were 1,440. 

A London stenographer voiced the 
apparent impression of many Christians 
about the crusade’s effect: “We are forced 
to look to the Lord rather than man.” 

The crusade was slated to end June 
17. Graham planned to stay in Britain 
another week or so to address rallies in 
Glasgow (June 24) and Belfast (June 
26). Next month he is to be in Min- 


neapolis for a major area crusade. 





Tokyo Crusade 


World Vision’s Tokyo evangelistic 
crusade, plagued in its opening days by 
leftist hostility and resentment even from 
some Christian quarters, closed on a 
triumphant note with overflow crowds. 

A climactic rally on Sunday, June 4, 
drew 22,000, largest crowd of the month- 
long campaign in Meiji Auditorium. That 
brought the aggregate attendance to more 
than 237,000 with 8,940 of these having 
responded to the Gospel invitation ex- 
tended by evangelist Bob Pierce, presi- 
of World Vision, who talked 
through an interpreter. 

A reserved-seat plan, spokesmen said, 
enabled an estimated 173,400 individ- 
uals to attend a crusade meeting at least 
once. 

An intensive follow-up program was 
launched immediately by the 740 
churches which helped to sponsor the 
crusade. 

A pre-crusade controversy over the 
Tokyo government's decision to permit 
the use of the auditorium by a Christian 
group had the effect of holding down 
crowds in the first days of the campaign. 
Momentum picked up, however, and the 
ensuing results left Japanese Christian 
leaders jubilant. 

It was by far the most significant 
Christian mass evangelism effort ever 
conducted in Japan. 

Professor Wilbur (Cont. on page 30) 
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@ Use of trading stamps in church 
building funds is condemned by the 
National Council of Churches’ De- 
partment of Stewardship and Bene- 
volence as a “tie-in with commercial- 
ism contrary to the principles of 
Christian stewardship.” The Rev. T. 
K. Thompson, department director, 
cited findings of a recent consultation 


conducted by the NCC’s Department 
of the Church and Economic Life. 


@ The Christian Century charged 
this month that the American Medical 
Association had exerted such pressure 
on delegates to the recent General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in Buffalo that the assembly 
had failed to adopt a resolution back- 
ing the Social Security approach to 
medical care of the aged. Church ofh- 
cials in Philadelphia denied that the 
assembly had yielded to any pressures, 
Religious News Service reported. 


@ Climaxing 21 years of negotiation 
between the Congregational Christian 
Churches’ General Council and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
the United Church of Christ formed 
out of a merger of the two bodies will 
declare its constitution in force at 11 
A.M., July 4, as part of the new 
denomination’s third General Synod. 


@ The Peoples Church of Toronto 
reported a missionary offering of more 
than $300,000, payable within 12 
months, at the close of its annual 
missionary convention last month. 


@ A ground-breaking ceremony for 
the new headquarters building of the 
World Council of Churches was 
scheduled for June 21 in Geneva. The 
$2,500,000 structure will house 250 
offices and is expected to be ready for 
occupancy by mid-1963. It will be 
built on the northwest side of Lake 
Geneva, not far from the Palais des 
Nations. 


@ New York City’s traditionally de- 
linquent 23rd Precinct has not had a 
gang shooting or youth knifing for 18 
months, reports the July issue of 
Reader's Digest. The record is cited in 
a description of the Christian rehabili- 
tation program now being carried on 
in Spanish Harlem by Jim Vaus’ 
Youth Development, Inc. 
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PANORAMA 


@ Choice of the term “Dominion of 
Canada” reflects the deeply biblical 
thinking of the nation’s founders, says 
The Pentecostal Testimony, monthly 
publication of The Pentecostal Assem- 
blies of Canada. An editorial in the 
paper’s Dominion Day (July 1) issue 
cites a reference to Psalm 72:8 said to 
have been made by Sir Leonard Tilley 
of New Brunswick. “The Fathers of 
Confederation did something unique 
in the area of Church and State,” the 
editorial says, “They neither repeated 
the European pattern of union of 
Church and State; nor did they follow 
the secularistic example of the United 
States and France.” 





@ Finnish churchmen are studying 
the possibility of following the Scan- 
dinavian trend toward recognizing 
women clergy. Among applicants for 
admission to the Theological Faculty 
of the Helsinki University, half are 
said to be female. 


@ The Supreme Court of Costa Rica 
rejected last month a Protestant appeal 
of a government decision to cancel a 
parade. The parade was to have 
helped celebrate Protestantism’s 70th 


anniversary in Costa Rica. 


@ A Presbyterian educational center 
will eventually be developed in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. The Board of Chris- 
tian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern) plans 
to construct a new headquarters build- 
ing in the vicinity of Union Seminary 
and the Presbyterian School of Chris- 
tian Education. No date for construc 
tion has been set. 


@ An $18,500,000 sesquicentennial 
development campaign is planned by 
Princeton Theological Seminary. A 
10-year fund drive will get under way 
next spring as part of a celebration 
marking the 150th anniversary of the 
largest seminary of the United Presby- 


terian Church in the U.S.A. 


@ A gift of $300,000 from anony- 
mous donors was announced at com- 
mencement exercises last month of 
Northern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary. The gift, contingent upon the 
seminary’s raising of an additional 
$400,000 within 12 months, will be 
applied toward campus relocation. 
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The Sunday Laws 


May 29, 1961, will long be remem- 
bered in U. S. church-state annals. On 
that day the Supreme Court upheld the 
constitutionality of three state laws pro- 
hibiting the operation of retail stores on 
Sunday. The justices disagreed sharply, 
however, on the rationale of such prohibi- 
tion and on the extent to which it should 
be valid. 

The court came closest to unanimity in 
upholding the Sunday law of the state of 
Maryland, ruling eight to one that it is 
constitutional. By the same vote it upheld 
Pennsylvania’s Sunday law against a 
challenge by the chain store, “Two Guys 
from Harrison,” but divided six to three 
in upholding the law’s application against 
a group of Orthodox Jewish merchants 
in the city of Philadelphia. The court 
also divided six to three in upholding the 
law of Massachusetts as applied to the 
Crown Kosher Supermarket, Springfield. 

Justice William O. Douglas dissented 
in all four cases. 

The court did decide the basic issue 
that laws prohibiting employment or com- 
mercial activity on Sunday do not con- 
flict with the First Amendment to the 
Constitution. But many related, contro- 
versial questions were left unanswered. 
It was the first time in 170 years that the 
court had reviewed the constitutional 
issues raised by the Sunday laws. 

Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered 
the opinion of the court in all four cases, 
but he spoke for a minority of only four 
members of the court in doing so. Justices 
Felix Frankfurter and John Marshall 
Harlan delivered a separate concurring 
opinion in all four cases. Their votes 
when added to those of Warren and 
Justices Tom C. Clark, Hugo L. Black, 
and Charles Evans Whitaker provided 
the court majority. 

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., the 
court’s only Roman Catholic member, 
and Justice Potter Stewart dissented from 
application of the blue laws to the Jewish 
merchants. 

The 60,000-word decision was the 
second longest (206 pages) in recent 
history, exceeded only by the steel 
seizure case of 1950. 

Earlier last month, the court let stand 
a decision barring public funds to aid 
parochial school students. An unsigned 
order refused to review a lower court 
decision that declared it was unconsti- 
tutional for a Vermont school system to 
pay the tuition of high school students 
attending Roman Catholic schools. The 
possibility remains, however, that such 
a case would be heard in the future. 
















June 19, 1961 








School Aid 


The Kennedy administration’s public 
school aid bill was due to come up for 
debate on the floor of the House of Rep- 
resentatives this week. Observers seemed 
to be agreed that amendments to the 
measure to include fund provisions for 
parochial schools would be avoided. It 
now seems likely that Federal money for 
sectarian educational institutions will in- 
stead be made available under the 
umbrella of the National Defense Edu- 
cation Act, which set a precedent for such 


aid when it was first enacted in 1958 
(see editorial, Curistianiry Topay, 
December 8, 1958). 


At House hearings this month on pro 
posals to broaden the NDEA to include 
parochial school aid, Msgr. Frederick G. 
Hochwalt urged the lawmakers to use 
their “ingenuity” 
form of aid. Hochwalt is chief spokes- 
man on educational matters for the U. S. 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

Democratic Representative Roman C. 
Pucinski of Illinois told the House sub- 
committee on education that, although 
he sponsored a program of across-the- 
board loans to private and parochial 
schools last year, he is now convinced 
that Kennedy is correct in doubting the 
constitutionality of such a program. 

Accordingly, Pucinski urged his col- 
leagues on the subcommittee to give 


devise some such 


assistance to parochial schools—but to 
limit it to carefully selected special ob- 
jectives, such as funds for science labora- 
gymnasiums for physical fitness, 
and electronics equipment for the teach- 
ing of foreign languages. 

The New York Times reported this 
month that use of the NDEA as a pos- 
sible vehicle for private school aid is a 
tactic whereby Democratic _ strategists 
hope to retain the support of Catholic- 
oriented legislators for the public school 
bill. The Senate has already passed 
$2,550,000,000 companion bill for pub- 
lic school aid. 


Deferred ‘Pact’ 


A New York City appeals court ruled 
this month that three children could 
remain in the custody of their Lutheran 
mother although she had agreed, in a 
pre-wedding contract, to rear them as 
Roman Catholics. 

The court said a ruling on the “en- 
forceability” of the pre-wedding pact 


tories, 


could be deferred until such time as the 
children are mature enough to receive 
religious instruction. 


The mother, Ruth Begley, had asked 
for permanent custody of the children— 


sss 


ages 2, 3 and 5—on the ground that 
her agreement with her separated Cath- 
olic husband, Hugh Begley, Jr., 
unconstitutional. 

According to the appeals court ruling, 
the welfare of the three young 
“could be better served” through award 
of custody to the mother. The court 
refused to rule on the constitutionality of 
the pre-marital agreement to raise the 
children as Roman Catholics. 

Mr. Begley had earlier received cus 


tody of the children. 


was 


boys 


Sacred Cinema 
The book-of-the-month-club technique 


is being applied to Protestant film distri- 
bution by a newly-organized arm of Good 
News Productions, of Chester 
Springs, Pennsylvania. 

Through the firm’s new distribution 
organization, known as Sacred Cinema, 
churches will be able to book quality 
films from a number of producers. 

Among six films which will comprise 
the first year’s program, set to begin in 
the fall, are a Christian musical, a his- 
torical missionary film from Japan, ad a 
movie based on Joseph Bayly’s The Gos- 
pel Blimp. 

Irvin S. Yeaworth, Jr., president of 
Good News Productions, says films will 


Inc., 


be available on an annual subscription 
basis only, but that the booking of the 
will make possible substantial 
savings for churches which would other- 
wise rent a similar number of films on an 
individual basis. 


series 


Ike and Church 


Former President Eisenhower and 
his wife are reported to be attend- 
ing church regularly. 

“General and Mrs. Eisenhower 
officially united with the Gettys- 
burg Presbyterian Church on Feb- 
ruary 1,” said the Rev. Robert A. 
MacAskill. “I am pleased to report 
that both he and Mrs. Eisenhower 
are regular in their church attend- 
ance. We recently conducted a 
building fund campaign and Gen- 
eral Eisenhower manifest a real in 
terest and participation.” 

When Eisenhower returned to 
Washington for the first function 
held in his honor since he left of- 
fice, he brought MacAskill with 
him. The pastor was invited to de- 
liver both the invocation and the 
benediction at a testimonial dinner 
in the Washington National Guard 
Armory. 








The Imperative Mood 


Adolf Eichmann, due this week to 
take the stand in his own defense, may 
soon learn his fate. His trial in Jerusalem 
marks the first time in 2,000 years that 
the destiny of so many hinged upon the 
deeds of one person. 

One of the more interesting exchanges 
at the trial proceedings last month in- 
volved a German clergyman, Dr. 
rich Gruber, to the stand 


Hein- 
called 
witness. 

Here is how a portion of the question- 
ing went with Dr. 
fense counsel: 

“You 


accused to be 


Robert Servatius, de- 


the 


block of ice or 


said, sir, that you found 
like a 
feelings showed. 
Did you try to influence him—did you, as 
a clergyman, try to appeal to his feelings, 
preach to him and tell him that his con- 
duct was contrary to morality?” 


marble whose 


never 


“I always maintained during my life, 
and this is still my opinion, that deeds 
are much more effective than words; and 
if the accused did not come to the right 
way of thinking after I'd attempted to 
help people, I believed that words would 
have been useless. But I might add that 
there were occasions when I expressed 
my sense of mission and my feelings as a 
priest, and tried to explain.” 

“Mr. Witness, you have replied to my 
question to that extent that you made it 
clear that you did not preach to the 
accused; you did not say anything. You 
expected him to be influenced by your 
personal example. z 

’ . Preachings must not be heard 
always in the imperative. A preacher is 
not good if he always uses the impera- 
tive mood. And I want to relate to the 
Court: I once arrived tired to the office 
in Kurfuerstenstrasse and had the im- 
pression that the accused had a good day, 
and a day of good will perhaps. Maybe 
he sympathized with me and said, “Why 
all this activity on your part? No one will 
thank you for your doings, for your ac- 
tivities for the benefit of the Jews. There 
will be no thanks coming from them.’ I 
answered him because I believed that this 
is a belonged to the 
Templars’ Order and as such knows 
Palestine. I said, ‘Do you know the road 
leading from Jerusalem to Jericho?’ and 
he nodded. I said, ‘On this road there 
was once a Jew brought down by robbers, 
and he who had helped that Jew was 
a man who was not a Jew. The God 
whom I worship, he told me, Go and 
do as he did.’ This is what I told the 
accused.” 

“That answer will do. . 
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NEWS 


Cuba's Protestants 


Persistent reports confirm that Protest- 
ant clergy in Cuba are badly split over 
support of the Castro regime. 

One report says that when Baptist 
ministers in discovered that a 


fellow clergyman had been captured as 


Havana 


a chaplain with the unsuccessful invad- 
ers, they unfrocked him. 

Another report, however, declares that 
the Cuban Council of Churches ousted 


Dr. Raul Fernan- 


Presbyterian 


its executive secretary, 
dez Ceballos, a minister, 
because of his activities in Castro’s gov- 


ernment. He was said to have been suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Manuel Diera Bernal, 


Methodist minister. 


Appeal for Angola 


Prominent North American church- 
men endorsed an appeal to President 
\mérico Tomas of Portugal this month 
for an end to bloodshed in Angola. 

In an open letter, 80 churchmen and 
laymen urged establishment of a con- 
sultation of Portuguese government lead- 
ers and Angolan representatives “to seek 
to halt indiscrimin- 
ite killings of Portuguese and Africans. 


1 reasonable solution” 


Christian missionaries in Angola have 
reported that at least 1,000 white resi- 
and 8,000 Africans been 
illed in rebel attacks and government 


dents have 
reprisals. Of 165 ordained African pastors 
in the region of Angola’s capital city, 
17 have been reported killed 


and about 30 imprisoned. 


Luanda, 


Among those signing the appeal were 


the Rev. Theodore L. Tucker, secretary 





of the Africa Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, Dr. Arthur Lich- 
tenberger, presiding bishop of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, and the Rev. 
N. J. Gallagher, general secretary of the 
Canadian Council of Churches. 

The letter to the predominantly Ro- 
manist government of Portugal was spon- 
sored by the NCC’s Africa Committee 
and a corresponding administrative arm 
of the Catholic Association for Inter- 
national Peace. Roman Catholic signers 
included Edward Skillen, editor of The 
Commonweal. 

An NCC official said original impetus 
for the letter had come from Christian 
missionaries in Angola who 


“were anx- 


ious that nothing was being done” to 
halt the violence. 

Reports smuggled from Angola charge 
that armed Portuguese settlers have 
burned and looted a number of American 


Protestant mission institutions. 


Wesley on Horseback 


An equestrian statue of John Wesley 
—the gift of a prominent Briton—was 
dedicated last month on the campus of 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash- 
ington, D. C. The life-size bronze is the 
only copy of one in Bristol, England. 

Donated by Lord J. Arthur Rank, 
noted British film producer who is a 
prominent Methodist layman, the statue 
is thought to be the only one of Wesley 
in this country. 

The dedication took place on the 
223rd anniversary of the famous “heart- 
warming experience” of Methodism’s 
founder. 


Statue of John Wesley now stands on campus of Wesley Theological Seminary, 


Washington, D. 
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C., a gift of British film 


producer Lord J. Arthur Rank. 
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The British Scene 


Retirement of the 74-year-old Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
Francis Fisher, on May 31 climaxed an 
interesting month on the British religious 
scene. 

Tributes to Fisher included a dinner 
in his honor given at the House of Com- 
mons by Sir Cyril and Lady Black on 
behalf of the Free Church Federal Coun- 
cil. Some 100 representatives of the free 
churches of England were on hand. 

Fisher received a farewell gift of 
$5,600 from diocesan clergy and laity. It 
was presented as he presided over his 
last diocesan conference. 

In his final presidential address to the 
Convocation of Canterbury, Fisher ap- 
pealed to Anglicans to join Roman Catho- 
lics in praying for the success of the 
forthcoming Second Vatican Council. He 
said they should pray especially that the 
council be used of God not to 
hurt, but to help, and also increase the 
unity of spirit among all churches.” 

It was his attitude toward Rome that 
provided the only controversial note to 
his retirement as titular head of the 
world Anglican communion. (Fisher 
was succeeded by Dr. Arthur M. Ramsey, 
who moved up from the see of York, 
which has the Church of England’s only 
other archbishopric.) 

During a debate on Christian unity in 
the House of Lords, Viscount Alexander 
of Hillsborough, a prominent Baptist and 
president of the United Kingdom Coun- 
cil of Protestant Churches, scored what 
he described as a “Romeward tendency” 
in the Church of England. 

The Earl of Arran, an Anglican, 
praised Fisher's visit to Pope John XXIII 
last December. 

The General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland subsequently voted to study 
the possibility of sending its moderator 
on a similar mission. By a large majority, 
the assembly instructed its Inter-Church 
Relations Commission, together with the 
General Administration and Colonial 
and Continental Committees, to explore 
the idea. 

The present moderator, Dr. Archibald 
Campbell Craig, will be in Rome next 
year to take part in celebrations mark- 
ing the centenary of the Scots Kirk (St. 
Andrew’s Church) there. 

Dr. Roy Sanderson of Glasgow had 
remarked before the assembly that Craig 
ought to take advantage of his stay in 
Rome to meet the pontiff. The Rev. J. 
Walsh Wemyss of Fife declared that “as 
Presbyterians, we should show no eager- 
ness in running to Rome.” 


“may 
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portrayal of the San Francisco hearings 
as presented in the film ‘Operation Abo- 
lition.’” This same resolution con- 
demned communism and resolved to 
alert the churches to the “reported infil- 
tration of pro-Communist influence and 
ideology in the NCC and WCC.” An- 
other resolution alerted pastors and other 
church workers ‘ 


Convention Circuit 





The following report was prepared for 
Curistianiry Topay by Dr. Harold 
Lindsell, dean of the faculty at Fuller 


Theological Seminary: 









The Conservative Baptist movement 
has come of age in the 18 years since its 
founding during World War II, when 
the group ceased to be a part of the then 
Northern Baptist Convention. Meeting 
last month in Portland, Oregon, in the 
new Memorial Coliseum, more than 
2600 messengers represented over 1300 
churches afhliated with the Conserva- 
tive Baptist Association of America. 

Governor Mark Hatfield of Oregon, 
himself a Conservative Baptist, spoke to 
a Sunday evening crowd of more than 
7700. Dr. Oswald Smith of the Peoples 
Church in Toronto was the inspirational 
missionary speaker who challenged his 
audiences to complete the Great Com- 
mission in this generation. 
tion, 











‘to the seriousness of 
accepting degrees from non-reputable in- 
stitutions or diploma mills.” 

A negatively worded resolution against 
ecumenism as represented by the NCC 
and WCC was softened by an added 
paragraph moved from the floor, which 
called upon Conservative Baptists to do 
all in their power to secure a genuine, 
biblical and spiritual rather than organic 
unity, based on doctrine and the unify- 
ing work of the Holy Spirit. Oddly 
enough, one resolution was adopted 
which urged against Federal aid to paro- 
chial schools but which, while it objected 






















































































On invita- 
165 young people accepted the esos anamesar 
challenge to missionary life commitment. . 

The Conservative Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society reported that, having begun 
with an income of $42,000 for 1943, 
the 1960 receipts were $2,155,000, a 
seven per cent increase over the previous 
year. The society added 20 missionaries 
to its staff during the year, bringing the 
present total to 390. Some 1743 differ- 
ent churches contributed to the support 
of the program in 1960-61. Dr. Lester 
Thompson of Denver was re-elected pres- 
ident of the society. 

The Conservative Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society received almost $600,000 in 
income for 1960 to care for the 94 mis- 
sionaries supported by this cooperating 
agency. Dr. Charles Anderson of Bloom- 
field, New Jersey, who addressed the 
convention, was re-elected president. 

The Conservative Baptist Association 
of America re-elected the Rev. James 
Stuart of Auburn, New York, as presi- 
dent. During the business sessions a bud- 
get of more than $50,000 was approved 
and a motion adopted to authorize con- 
struction of a headquarters building. Sev- 
enty new churches were received into 
the association during the past year. A 
number of resolutions were introduced 
to the body, some of which failed of 
passage after debate. One bidding to bar 
admission of Red China to the United 
Nations was rejected on the ground that 
separation of church and state made such 
a resolution incongruous. The associa- 
tion voted to commend the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities for 
its work and especially for “its accurate 
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to centralized and bureaucratic control 
of local and state affairs by the Federal 
government still did not strike out 
against Federal aid to education as such. 
Objection was raised to the “growth and 
infiltration of Roman Catholic clerical- 
ism in our government.” 

Outside of a plea for revival by Dr. 
John B. Hauser, during the Bible hours, 
the most significant edison was delivered 
before 400 guests at a banquet given by 
the leading conservative Baptist theologi- 
cal seminary, located in Denver. Presi- 
dent Vernon Grounds spoke of “correct- 
ing the fundamentalist corrective.” He 
stated that fundamentalism in 1961 
stands in crying need of a deep-seated 
reformation. Using the Pharisees as an 
example of a false separation after the 
Exile and the French Revolution with its 
extremes, he described the action-reac- 
pendulum-like motion of funda- 
mentalism. He asserted that fundamen- 


tion, 
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talism has slipped downgrade and is 
heading toward spiritual degeneracy if 
and a 


the brakes are not slammed on 


corrective to the correction applied. 
“Fundamentalism,” he said, “has become 
the victim of its own virtues,” in which 
doctrine has been divorced from life, the 
evangel from ethics and the sword of the 
Spirit received undue stress at the ex- 
pense of the fruit of the Spirit. The 
seminary president called for a revival to 
correct this unbalance. 

The Conservative Baptist movement 


} 


on the inclined 


toward the moderate perspective of the 


whole seemed more 
majority than toward the extreme right 
wing element which had been militantly 


vocal in pressing its claims. 


Here are 


assemblies: 


reports of other religious 


At Warwick, New York—It’s time for 
churches to “practice what they preach” 
and submit to a thorough examination of 
their housekeeping, 60 church adminis- 
trators decided at a three-day consulta- 
tion sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches’ Department of Church and 
Life. A report adopted by 
conterees concluded 


Economic 
that not only are 
many ministers underpaid but that inade- 
quate provisions are made for pensions 
and insurance and that improvement is 
needed in the personnel practices. for 
church secretaries, janitors, and other 
employees. The report also noted that 
the day of the church bazaar has almost 
disappeared as fund raising methods in- 


Seene at Meiji Auditorium, Tokyo, where World Vision 
President Bob Pierce conducted month-long crusade which 
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creasingly exclude commercial activities. 

At Caux, Switzerland—Dr. Frank 
Buchman told the World Assembly of 
Moral that the world 
“must find a new ideology or face the 


Re-Armament 


alternative risk of global suicide.” Buch- 
man, founder of MRA, delivered an ad- 
dress on his 83rd birthday to 1,130 
delegates from 46 nations. 

At Willow Grove, Pennsylvania—Dr. 
Gordon H. Clark was elected moderator 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North 138th 
Synod. 

At Omaha, Nebraska—Some 200 dele- 
gates to the 48th annual convention of 
the International Union of Gospel Mis- 
sions adopted a resolution opposing the 


America at its General 


use of religious symbols in the advertising 
or promotion of beer and liquor. The 
resolution declared that of the nearly 
5,000,000 who came to missions for help 
in the year ending May, 1961, 80 per 
cent were affected by alcohol. The Inter- 
national Union of Gospel Missions com- 
prises more than 260 missions in the 
United States and abroad. Leonard C. 
Hunt, superintendent of the Wheeler 
City Mission of Indianapolis was elected 
president for the coming year. 

At Boston—Unprecedented challenges 
and opportunities presented by the cur- 
rent world upheaval require greater 
spiritual alertness, the Christian Science 
Board of Directors said at the annual 
meeting of The Mother Church, First 
Church of Christ Scientist. Mrs. Mary 
Lee Gough Nay, a Christian Science 
teacher and practitioner of Boston, was 
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named president of The Mother Church 
for the coming year. A report showed 
that new branches of The Mother 
Church were established during the year 
in Ghana, Uruguay, and other areas 
outside of the United States. 


TOKYO CRUSADE 
(Cont. from p. 25) M. Smith of Fuller 


Theological Seminary, after witnessing a 
portion of the crusade as part of the 
World Vision team, brought away these 
conclusions: 

“Here in Los Angeles . . . with our 
large Sunday audiences in beautiful 
churches . . . I think we have developed 
a dangerous mood of contentedness. In 
the city of London, on the other hand, 
I have always felt, in these last years, a 
dominant mood of spiritual indifference. 
But in Tokyo there is conflict and war 
in spiritual realms. You really feel that 
you are wrestling with the world-rulers 
of this darkness. It is agreed on every 
hand, that as Japan goes, so will go the 
Far East. She is the key to the future 
of that great area. But within Japan, 
it is what the students are going to think 
and do that will determine the direction 
and the thought of that land. For my- 
self, I do not know any work for Christ 
on this earth today quite so important as 
the task of introducing, with clearness 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
saving Gospel of Christ, as presented in 
the Holy Scriptures, to the present stu 
dent population of this gifted, most 


polite, people.” 


drew aggregate attendance of more than 237,000. In fore- 
ground is symphony orchestra which played each night. 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


OBJECTIVE: 


to offer a program of significant Christian films 
at a cost that every Church can afford. 














Information on the 6 new films of Sacred Cinema ProgramIis now 
available. 


Though this is the most exciting, most expensive group of films ever 
released, the modest annual subscription will result in substantial 
savings. And there will be no individual fees . . . no offerings. 







































A second objective of Sacred Cinema is to present the finest 
Christian films to the widest possible audience. To accomplish this 
in your church, we provide the following help: 


41. A brief story synopsis sent in advance so you can quickly 
acquaint yourself with each film and know how to best fit it 
into your church program. 

2. A continuing program of publicity and advertising in national 
and local magazines and papers. = = © 

3. A series of illustrated announcements ready for insertion in 
your local newspaper or church bulletin. 

4. A selection of posters and leaflets available for distribution in 
your church. 

5S. Recommendations for pulpit announcements. 

6. A series of newsletters containing professional hints on ‘‘How 
to get the most out of your projection equipment.”’ 

7. Well-publicized area premieres in key cities to help create 
interest in the pictures before they come to your church. 


For complete details about this new concept in Christian films, and 
for particulars about the films themselves: titles, descriptions, 
story and message content, length and other facts and figures, 
send for your complimentary copy of ‘‘This is Sacred Cinema’’— 
a beautiful, illustrated brochure. 


SPECIAL BONUS! Those who subscribe as Charter 
Members before general release (by August 31) will receive 2 
special bonus films during the year, absolutely free, as well as other 
advantages, including booking preference. 


BO Te, 


ge 


Lae Good News Productions, Inc. * 


Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 
SACRED CINEMA 


Please send brochure on SACRED CINEMA without obligation. 


(NAME, PLEASE PRINT) 
(CHURCH) 


(ADDRESS) 


*A non-profit corporation, dedicated to the presentation of the Christian message through radio, television, and films. 
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SV STAMPS 


Sixty million trading stamps are being 
collected to build a community church 
in California. If the sixty families in the 
church succeed in gathering a million 
stamps each, the cash value will pay for 
a church building with an educational 
unit. 

Here at last is a practical, painless, 
American way to support the church 
every community should have without 
spending a cent. Stamp-collecting is part 
of our way of life. When King George 
overpriced stamps to the colonies in the 
infamous Stamp Act, the result was the 
American Revolution. A Federal Gov- 
ernment was formed to facilitate the pub- 
lication of commemorative stamps. 

Trade languished in the new country 
until trading stamps were devised. These 
ushered in people’s capitalism. Now 
every shopper gets an immediate return 
on every dime she spends. There is no 
waiting, no coupon-clipping, and no 
speculation. Only the thrill of pasting 
free stamps in a free book. 

Trading stamps are sheer luxury. You 
get them as a gift, and a slick gift cata- 
logue shows you what they will buy. 
The stamps have the irresistible appeal 
of fringe benefits. 

Here is the genius of building 
churches with stamps. Religion in Amer- 
ica is also a fringe benefit, falling far 
below tobacco or alcoholic beverages in 
annual cost. Before the religious use of 
trading stamps can sweep the nation, 
however, further planning is necessary. 
We can scarcely expect Mrs. Suburbia 
to go through an illustrated catalogue of 
gift premiums and still put her stamp 
books on the collection plate. 

We need a religious stamp plan; Euty- 
chus Associates are working on the pro- 
posal. SV (Spiritual Values) Stamps 
could be worth much more than the 
secular variety. Since they could be 
cashed only by ecclesiastical agencies, 
stores might claim them as charitable 
contributions. Churches can publish at- 
tractive brochures giving the value in 
stamps of pastors’ salaries, electronic or- 
gans, a new roof for the manse. 

Can you imagine the role SV Stamps 
could play in church union? SV users 


would stick together. EUTYCHUS 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 





DESCENT TO SILENCE 


Thank you for Kenneth Pike’s excellent 
article on “Strange Dimensions of Truth” 
(May 8 issue). Even as he illustrates, 
there can be much gained through a 
proper God-oriented approach to seman- 
tics. There is one other negative thought 
that struck me as I read his article. The 
wrong use would seem to make the 
writing of books on the subject a self- 
contradiction. 

I seem to recall from my study of 
philosophy at college an ancient Greek 
named Cratylus, who figured that to 
speak a falsehood was to do an injury 
and to speak the truth was to say what 
needed no saying, and therefore he was 
reduced merely to wagging his forefinger 
—which in itself was a contradiction to 
his belief. 

It would appear as though the destruc- 
tive semanticists are reduced to the same 
expedient. If language is as limited as 
they maintain, it appears useless to write 
books in order to defend their thesis. 
Knox Presbyterian E. G. Smirn 
Bobcaygeon, Ont. 


ASCENT TO PRAISE 


Re Dr. Lee Shane’s “A Man In Space!” 
(May 8 issue): In Genesis 5:24, we 
read, “Enoch walked with God: and he 
was not: for God took him.” So Enoch 
is the first one recorded in history to go 
into space. Then in II Kings 2:11, we 
have the account of Elijah, going into 
outer space in a chariot of fire. Then 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, Elijah 
and Moses came down out of outer space 
and were seen talking with our Lord. 
So all we, that have our names written 
in the Lamb’s book of life will someday 
go into outer space, along with our 
loved ones who have gone on _ before 
(I Thess. 4:16, 17) and shall be ever 
with our Lord. This trip into outer space 
will not cost us millions of dollars... . 
[It is] the free gift of God’s grace. For 
our Lord, who came down out of space 
and also returned, paid the redemptive 
price for us . . . on Calvary. So may we 
be watching, hoping, praying—Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus—and be ready for our 
outer space flight, when He calls us. For 
we surely are living in the Space Age. 


Burdick, Kan. Orca Boreti 
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RESURRECTION AND FAITH 


I raise a question as to the discussion of 
Barth’s view of the Resurrection of Christ 
compared with that of R. H. Niebuhr in 
Resurrection and Historical Reason (Ed- 
itorials, May 8 issue). I have used the 
latter since it came out and that with 
profit. But I am concerned about its 
final conclusions, pp. 180-181. There the 
disciples are described as helping to “cre- 
ate the Son of man.” It is said: “Jesus 
needed his disciples in a way that they 
did not need him;” and again that 
“Those who met him after his crucifixion 
were the men and women who believed.” 
On the other hand Barth, K.D., [V/1, 
p- 336 and IV/2, pp. 161 f. insists that 
the risen Lord was indeed LORD of each 
of the appearances, and Church Dog- 
matics IV/1, pp. 333, 341-2, 351, 352, 
that He led the dispersed disciples from 
unbelief as to His resurrection to faith 
therein. He brought them to believe in 
Himself as their risen Lord. And the 
“them” includes such unbelievers as 
Saul of Tarsus, James his brother, and 
Thomas the doubter. 
Columbia Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


SENATOR CITES NCC BOARD 


From a speech by Senator (Mrs.) Neu- 
berger on April 6, 1961 in The Con- 
gressional Record (pp. 5145-5147), en- 
titled “Churches Back Health Care 
through Social Security System”: 

“Mr. President, the National Council 
of Churches, the Nation’s largest church 
federation, has endorsed the principle of 
providing health care for the aged 
through the social security system. 

“The Council’s 250-member govern- 
ing board, representing 34 Protestant and 
Orthodox denominations with 38 million 
adherents, gave unanimous approval to 
the social security approach at its Feb 
ruary 22 meeting at Syracuse, N. Y. 
The governing general board authorizes 
representatives of the National Council 
to testify at public hearings along the 
lines of its resolution. 

“Mr. President, I considered it a priv- 
ilege to join with 16 other distinguished 
Senators in sponsoring the Kennedy ad- 
ministration’s health coverage bill, S. 
909, which would provide health care 


W. C. Rosinson 
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under the social security system. . . .” 
She is absolutely wrong! . . . The 
NCC does not speak for any of us, since 
we were not polled nor did we vote. 
Over 75 per cent of people over 65 have 
Blue Cross, Blue Shield or insurance 


policies for health and sickness. 
Oakland, Calif. Frank P. STELLING 


THE GREAT COMMISSION 
Quoting Mr. Butt: “The New Testament 


Church commenced with Jesus saying 
to every one of his followers, apostles 
and ordinary believers alike, ‘Go ye into 
all the world,’” etc. (Editorials, March 
27 issue). . . . [He is] mistaken on two 
counts: First, Christ was speaking to his 
eleven Apostles only at that time (Matt. 
28: 16 ff.). 

Then he says: “But what started as 
a lay movement has deteriorated into a 
professional pulpitism financed by lay 
spectators” .... 

These were not “laymen” to whom 
He gave the Great Commission. They 
were Apostles duly consecrated for their 
office and work. (See John 20: 22, 23.) 
Christ Episcopal E. F. SHumaker 


Brownsville, Pa. 
DIRECTING THE ENERGY 


We would get so infernally tired of 
hearing our ministers . . . lambasting the 
moving pictures. To be sure they are 
evil, bad, wicked—every other thing. But 
why, in heaven’s name didn’t they ex- 
pend all of that energy in claiming such 
a marvelous medium for the Lord? Great 
Christian pictures have been made—con- 
sider “King of Kings.” Even with the 
great liberties secular studios take with 
the original story—such pictures as “The 
Story of Ruth,” “Ben Hur,” “The Ten 
Commandments,” often came through 
with power in the spiritual messages. By 
default this medium has literally gone 
to the devil, because we have not dis- 
played enough interest to win it to 
Christ. Now we ponder and wonder and 
think what a shame it is that when a 
church is portrayed on the screen it is 
usually Catholic. My soul—Catholics 
have organized and fought to put them- 
selves there! Most studio heads are 
Jewish! Litt1an WHEELER 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


CHURCH MUSIC TODAY 


Having had over fifty years of experience 
as a conductor of choirs and choral or- 
ganizations, mainly on the college and 
university level, I feel justified in mak- 
ing some suggestions which, I hope, will 
be helpful and constructive. 

In any discussion of church music, 


the most vital consideration is the func- 
tion and purpose of music in the church. 
The purpose, in general, is not to make 
people religious, but to intensify the 
spiritual ideas and feelings already exist- 
ing. Music is essentially a spiritual in- 
fluence. The most primitive chant forms 
were stimulated by religious emotion. 
But with the birth of Jesus, music first 
found expression in melodies of adora- 
tion and praise (Eph. 5:19: “. . . sing- 
ing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord.” Music, too, was linked 
with the office of prayer but eventually 
was made a part of general worship and 
restored to the congregation. Thus the 
spiritual element has characterized music 
from the beginning. 

In the modern church the function 
of music remains essentially the same— 
namely, to inspire and uplift the spiritual 
tone of the worship service. But there 
is an enlarged purpose also: the educa- 
tion and development of appreciation 
and understanding of music. This de- 
mands a careful consideration of the 
type of music used. It involves a study 
of both composition and text. Meaning- 
less words set to strong harmonies or 
faulty composition linked to beautiful 
words are alike incongruous. Education 
involves a continuous environment of 
inspiring thoughts and artistic expression. 

As to the question of text, I would 
like to suggest that the Bible furnishes 
an excellent libretto. Standard anthems 
and solos set to scriptural texts when exe- 
cuted in the spirit of prayer or scripture 
reading contribute much to the spiritual 
uplift of the service. The text from the 
Bible aids the listener in understanding 
the words since most laymen are aware 
of the more familiar passages. . . . 

Only a selected few modern anthems 
or solos are suitable for church. Modern 
music, as such, has its permanent role 
in contemporary art, but its exotic har- 
monies and complicated rhythms—the re- 
sult of a restless and disturbed world— 
are not conducive to meditation and 
prayer. ... 

Congregation and performers must 
combine to provide an atmosphere of 
worship. . . . Too often the Prelude is 
just a “filler’—a cover for the miscel- 
laneous conversation heard in the pews 
or an attempt to demonstrate the organ’s 
capacity. ... 

Not all musicians are qualified to 
direct a choral group. Few strictly in- 
strumentalists understand the laws of 
diction or the problems involved in the 
proper production of the voice. . . . 

The current tendency to divide the 
singers in the choir alcove is not con- 
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ducive to gaining the best results. The 
dominant consideration should be for an 
arrangement that lends itself to the com- 
posite production of good tonal effects. 
. . » To divide the choir handicaps the 
conductor; it distorts the ensemble by 
arraying voice against voice; it separates 
the choir from the congregation; it mag- 
nifies the problem of distinct diction. 

Music is vital to worship. . . . The 
execution of church music is a sacred 
task. The good old hymns live on. In 
the words of a beloved poet: 

And the song, from beginning to end, 

I found again in the heart of a friend. 
Just as national movements are condi- 
tioned by the songs the people sing, so 
are the creeds of the church. 
Murray, Ky. Lesuize R. Purnam 


P.A.I.D. F.O.R. 


Christianity Today is to be 
mended for . . 


. com- 
. articles which have ex- 
posed the granting and receiving of bogus 
degrees. However, unless it has slipped 
my notice, nothing has been said on the 
most farcical of them all—F.R.G.S. In 
order to receive this high-sounding dis- 
tinction, one does not need to read anv- 
thing, write anything or pass any exami- 
nation or test of any kind. One simply 
signs his name and address upon an ap- 
plication form, has it countersigned by 
someone else who already bears the 
F.R.G.S., and upon payment of an entry 
fee of four pounds, and an annual fee 
of three, he may be elected a “Fellow.” 
Now the most mercenary degree-mill in 
the world will at least ask its candidates 
to swear they have read a book or two, 
and to write a few pages of answers of 
some kind, but here is a title that sounds 
twice as big as any D.D., just for the 
payment of twenty dollars. 

This ought to be known, so that hon- 
est men, whenever they see F.R.G.S. 
paraded behind a name, instead of won- 
dering what vast geographical studies 
these letters indicate, may recognize them 
for what they are, and mentally append 
the further distinction: F.A.R.C.E. 
Cottam Baptist Arnotp A. DaLtimore 
Cottam, Ont. 


Honorary degrees do not represent scho- 
lastic attainment of high degree, but 
some kind of success which brings the 
recipient into the limelight. Occasion- 
ally it means a big contribution to the 
institution, political pull, or the ability 
to make a big noise. Honorary doctorates 
are a farce, and the clergy are the great- 
est offenders in parading them. Many 
men who receive them, never use them. 
Rowayton, Conn. Froyp S. Leacu 
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OUR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD: NO WORDLESS MYSTICISM 


Special Revelation and the Word of God, by 


1961, 
Professor, 


(Eerdmans, 
ald, Visiting 


220 pp: 


Some books come off the press still- 
Shake- 


This last is true 


born; others, in the words of 


speare are “born great.” 
of Dr. Ramm’s Special Revelation and 


the Word of God. 


which Ramm deals is at the present time 


The subject with 
one of profound significance, and he 
treats it in a manner worthy of profound 
significance. And Ramm approaches his 
work well-equipped for his task. 

Three main topics engage his atten- 
tion: the Concept, the Modalities, and 
the Products of Special Revelation. The 
knowledge of God, it is premised at the 
beginning, “is the authentic map of the 
spiritual order.” But a map is not the 
same thing as a photograph. 


God is, 


known only in self-disclosure, 


Maps need 
to be understood. however, 
and reve- 
lation is presented as the autobiography 
of God. General revelation in some way, 
and special revelation in a very definite 
way, fit into this context. Ramm’s in- 
terest is, of course, in special revelation, 
and he consequently goes into some de- 
tail regarding its centrality and charac- 
teristics. His discussion on the modiali- 
ties of special revelation is of particular 
interest and importance. First place is 
given to the modality of the divine con- 
descension, and it is shown that it has a 
cosmic and anthropic context and that 
“special revelation possesses the same 
contours as those of redemption.” It has, 
however, its own universe of discourse— 
the knowledge of God—and this means 
that it must find its expression in “rele- 
vant analogies” and various media. The 
concept of the divine speaking, or the 
Word of God, is another modality. And 
the Word is essentially an uttered word. 
The prophets were conscious of them- 
selves as vehicles of the divine message. 
Revelation as historical event has its 
necessary place in the scheme of special 
revelation since it is the substance of 
which special revelation is the shadow. 
Here Ramm discusses the nature of the 
biblical history: it is essentially a “pro- 
phetic-covenantal writing of history.” 
The central modality of special reve- 
lation is the Incarnation, and the higher 
Christology of the biblical writings is the 
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$4), is reviewed by H. 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary. 


Bernard Ramm 


D. McDon- 


only true account of Christ. It is urged 
that the modality of the Incarnation is 
now continued in the Church by means 
of the Scriptures. This means that the 
Old Testament is important to the 
Church as a “Christological document.” 
All Scripture must be taken as mediating 
Christ, this “instrumental character” 
makes void the charge of bibliolatry. 
Coming to the products of special 
revelation, deals first 
relation to language. 


with its 
Man is essentially 
Thus God and man 
are not only covenant-partners, they are 
Thus Pentecost 
of Babel. But 
what is spoken can only find durability, 
catholicity, fixability, and purity in writ- 
ing. Knowle dge of God is the central 
issue of special revelation: 


Ramm 
a speaking being. 


also speech-partners. 


represents the healing 


there is no 
meeting between God and man without 
it. Inevitably the question arises, is reve- 
lation propositional? Ramm gives a care- 
ful and convincing statement of the case 
against the notion of a wordless mysti- 
cism. The writter Word is the product of 
the Spirit’s inspiration through which the 
revelation is preserved in a trustworthy 
and sufficient form. 

Special Revelation and the Word of 
God must be reckoned with. Theological 
students cannot afford to miss it. We have 
here in clear perspective the relation be- 
tween God's self-disclosure and the writ- 
ten Scriptures. The evangelical who 
studies it will find his ideas clarified and 
the liberal who reads it will find his ideas 
challenged. Both must not neglect it. A 
book “born great” 


ness”: 


will achieve great- 
it would be superfluous for us to 
thrust greatness upon it. 


H. D. McDona.p 


FOR GOD'S UNDERSHEPHERD 


The Pastoral Calling, by Paul 
Rowntree Clifford (Channel Press, 
1961, 139 pp., $3), is reviewed by 
C. Ralston Smith, Pastor, First Pres- 
byterian Church, Oklahoma City. 


Delivered originally to “a limited audi- 
ence” of Baptist ministers in England, 
this little volume in the field of practical 
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The Word of God 
in the form of tracts 
quickly pierces mind and 
heart and convicts of sin. 
The ministry of tract 
distribution relies not on 
the human agency for 
results but on the quick 
and powerful Word itself. 


GLADLY RECEIVED 


These beautiful tracts in 
sparkling colors with 
crisp messages of hope 
and cheer are welcomed 
by all. Wide assortment 
assures appropriate tracts 
for all needs. Begin this 
ministry now. 


Send $1 today for 
large supply. 


“BACK TO GOD” TRACT COMMITTEE 


Dept., CT, 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS & MICHIGAN 


EXTRA TTA 


FOR YOU OR YOUR GROUP 

re our Popular, fast-selling lines: 
Scripture Text Christmas and Everyday 
Cards, Stationery, Calendars, Bibles, excit- 
ing Novelties, Useful Gifts. EASY SALES — 
ood profit! Hundreds of satisfied customers! 
| Whotesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 


** Friendly Christian Service since 1927"" 
Cc. W. BOYER CO., Dept CT , Dayton 5, Ohio 


Topay 
when you write to advertisers. 


Plea ise mention  Tieisdietined 


HOMILETICS—SERMONS—OUTLINES 

Subscribe to The Sermon Builder 

(Expositor & Homiletic Review) Est. 1881 
One Year $3.50 (Canada $4.50) 


THE SERMON BUILDER 
P. O. Box 552A Golden, Colorado 


STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 


Accredited college preparation for 
boys. Distinctive Christian train- 
ing. Grades eight to college en- 
trance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 50, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 
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theology has a well-grounded and func- 
tional approach to the work of God's 
undershepherd in the flock. The first of 
the six chapters is perhaps the strongest, 
with a well-documented and cryptically- 
presented argument for the role of the 
minister. “The pastor who is truly called 
of God will at all points strive to be 
sensitive to his congregation; and they, 
in turn, will gladly submit themselves 
to the word of God when they recognize 
its authentic character.” 

Beyond this unusual beginning, there 
is little new in the book. There are some 
incisive jibes made concerning our well- 
oiled, gargantuan machine which is the 
church in the U.S. Some excellent 
simple techniques are presented again 
for our review with regard to counseling. 
The one or two points of disagreement 
in theology are not proper provinces for 
our present consideration. The book is 
attractive in its make-up, and a fine mix- 
ture of works old and new are included 
in its bibliography. C. Rarston SmirH 


PILGRIMAGE TO DISASTER 
Odyssey of the Self-Centered Self, 


or Rake’s Progress in Religion, by 
Robert Elliot Fitch (Harcourt, Brace 
& World, 1961, 184 pp., $3.95), 
is reviewed by Sherwood E. Wirt, 
Editor of Decision. 














Here is an inspired retelling of the 
world’s most popular romance: man’s 
love for himself. All the way from the 
sacred bamboo groves of the effete East 
to the blabbermouth recitals of the 
“beat” West, Robert E. Fitch has de- 
picted for us on a wide screen the well- 
tempered egoist, either holding his head, 
sucking his thumb, or patting himself on 
the back. In a volume filled with titil- 
lating prose which telescopes the thought 
ff Lucretius, Aldous Huxley, Erich 
Fromm, Jack Kerouac, and dozens in be- 
tween, the dean of the Pacific School of 
Religion in Berkeley, California, has 
ziven us the cleverest treatise on original 
sin since Machiavelli. 

This “Rake’s Progress in Religion” 
levelops as a weepy, breast-beating _pil- 
grimage sans penance through the sub- 
terranean passages of self-love, self-pity, 
ind self-annihilation. The twentieth- 
century citizen stands revealed as a spit- 
tual nudist who has “shucked reason 
with logical positivism, shucked emotion 
with existentialism, shucked morals with 
telativism, shucked art with impression- 
ism, shucked truth with skepticism, 
shueked sex with impersonalism, shucked 
the self with Zen and Vedanta.” He 


drowns every objective idea such as sac- 






















rifice, nobility, and courage in a sea of 
maudlin self-compassion. He appropri- 
ates the soliloquies of Hamlet, the strata- 
gems of the doomed Chessman, and the 
sufferings of Jesus Christ only to mag- 
nify his own plight. 

To one drenched in the bathos of such 
self-orgy, Lady Macbeth appears to be a 
“warm, feminine, sympathetic” kind of 
person. Shelley’s ideal skylark (“Hail to 
thee, blithe spirit, bird thou never wert”) 
is lampooned as an “ethereal flying slug.” 
As for God, he is a Blob in the medita- 
tion room at the U.N. to whom prayer is 
offered like this: 

“I forgive you up there... 

If you ever start a war, I'll understand. 

It's an attention-getting device .. . 

you are emotionally insecure.” 

The terminus ad quem of this kind of 
thinking, which the author sees preva- 
lent everywhere today, is the underdone 
beatnik. This person makes an existen- 
tial claim to be seeking life; actually he 
has rejected everything in life but him- 
self. Both classical Christianity and 
classical atheism repudiate such an in- 
grown inhumanity. Nevertheless our age 
belongs to the beat mentality, and in- 
stead of being labeled post-Protestant or 
post-Christian, it should therefore prop- 
erly be labeled post-humanist. 
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The béte noire behind all this was not 
so much Nietzsche, we learn, as Walt 
Whitman. The nineteenth-century 
American poet, says Fitch, was a phony 
—a comedian who held a magnifying 
glass over his navel, so to speak, and 
wrote “songs of myself” filled with hy- 
pocrisy, false identification, and solip- 
sism. Like Alfred Kinsey, Whitman 
emerges in true perspective only at the 
animal level. (Fitch quotes the poet as 
preferring the aroma of his armpits to 
prayer.) Albert Camus, for all his artist- 
ty, likewise ends the self’s odyssey on the 
subhuman plane. “I, I, I is the refrain 
of my whole life,” weeps the drunk into 
his absinthe. 

Dr. Fitch is by no means the first 
theologian to suggest that the Western 
mind is baffled by the problem of self. 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Alexander Miller, 
and others have explored the status of 
the self in our day, but their diagnoses 
have lacked this book’s Voltairean can- 
dor. 

Unfortunately the author's therapy 
is not as clearly delineated as his pathol- 
ogy. For example, he shows us the self 
in the fourth act of Peer Gynt, running 
a madhouse; but he barely mentions the 
final scene of Ibsen’s drama in which the 
self is saved by the Heavenly Father. 
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. « « in your family and 
personal life. Daily devo- 
tions, as found in THE 
UPPER ROOM, can open 
the doorway to spiritual 
satisfaction, more mean- 
ingful Christian experi- 
ences, and true family 


unity. 


Write for your copy of 
THE UPPER ROOM today. 
Single copy, 15¢. Bi- 
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Pastors Find It Useful 


Pre-marital and later counseling with 
reference to sex adjustments is important. 

But the important Chesser Report from 
England showed that a satisfactory sex 
relationship ranks well down the scale in 
determining a stable marriage life. 

The more fundamental aspects of mar- 
riage are dealt with in this widely helpful 


book of KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 


TF 


Fourth printing 
boxed, with marriage certificate 


Enthusiastic Reviews 


METHODIST 


e “A delightful little book, subtitled 
‘Thoughts About a Christian Marriage.’ 
Addressed to young couples, it discusses the 
marriage vows with candor, humor, and deep 
wisdom.”—Religion in Life. 


DISCIPLES 


e “A pastor could not make a better invest- 
ment in the future stability of the marriage 
he solemnizes than to present From This Day 
Forward as a token of his continuing con- 
cern.”—The Christian-Evangelist. 


PRESBYTERIAN 


e@ “Ministers will want to add this volume 
to their libraries on marriage. They will 
probably desire to make it ‘required reading’ 
for Christian couples preparing for marriage. 
(Churches) may wish to buy in quantity for 
the minister to present to every couple whose 
ceremony he performs. As a Christmas or 
anniversary gift, it is likely to be a welcome 
stiffener of marriage vows taken in yester- 
years.” The Register, Louisville Seminary. 


OTHER 


e@ “Either brides-to-be or experienced wives, 
grooms or grey-haired husbands will get 
much from these pages. Twelve brief topics 
are discussed, not without frequent chuckles. 
And that appealing feature adds to its effec- 
tiveness.”—Christian Family Life Bulletin. 


e “In this highly-readable book, a skillful 
teacher, counselor and friend of young peo- 
ple looks helpfully at the meaning of the 
vows which men and women have taken for 
generations.”—The Church Woman. 


BAPTIST 


@ “Beautifully printed on high quality pa- 
per, attractively bound . . . this is the best 
marriage booklet we've seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 
Christian spirituality and common sense.”— 
Baptist Leader. 


EPISCOPAL 


e@ “A beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 
who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life."—The Witness. 


LUTHERAN 


@ “One of the very finest publications to put 
into the hands of couples who are about to 
be married or who are already married. If I 
were serving a congregation, I would make 
use of this little booklet in connection with 
the marriages I performed. As a husband, I 
want to say to my fellow-husbands, ‘Here's 
a fine little brochure to give to your wife on 
your next wedding anniversary. Give it to 
her .. . and then the two of you-read it 
together. Money back if you're not blessed in 
the reading.’—Lutheran Standard. 
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Here and there are occasional flashes of 
Christian insight, but one gathers that 
God might well prefer (as the author 
obviously prefers) an extraverted infidel 
to.an introverted believer. If that be 
true, we are all back on the wheel of 
salvation by works, and finally doomed. 

Nowhere is Jesus Christ seriously pro- 
posed as a catalyst who will resolve the 
misery of man, save him, rid him of 
self-preoccupation and set him free to 
serve the living God. 

The contribution of this book is its 
spotlighting of the irresponsible self in 
our day. “Nothing in this lousy world 
is my fault,” cries one of the moderns. 
“I don’t want it to be and it can’t be and 
it won't be!” In fact, none of the spokes- 
men of the hour — whether Archibald 
MacLeish or Tennessee Williams, or the 
chronic alcoholic or Dennis the menace— 
seems willing to admit any human re- 
sponsibility for the human condition. 
They rage, they whimper, they rational- 
ize, they drink, they accept. 

The author’s conclusion—sound as far 
as it goes—is that the self itself is nothing 
apart from the objective realities of hu- 
manity, nature, and God. (This is the 
real message of the fifth act of Peer 
Gynt. When Peer asks Solveig at the 
end of his travels, “Where was my real 
self all this time?” she replies, “That's 
easy. In my faith, in my hope, and in 
my love.”) And Fitch drives home his 
sharpest point in a discussion of Martin 
Luther: “It is Christ . . . [a man] must 
learn to accept, not himself. It is his 
neighbor he must learn to love, not him- 
self. So he looks up in faith, and looks 


out in love.” SHErwoop E. Wiar 


FACED BY AN EITHER/OR 


Jesus the Lord, by Karl Heim, trans- 
lated by D. H. van Daalen (Muhlen- 
berg Press, 1961, 192 pp., $3.50), is 
reviewed by Paul K. Jewett, Associate 
Professor of Systematic Theology, 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 


The remarkable complexities of con- 
temporary scientific theory often loom 
up before the student of theology as a 
frustrating barrier to meaningful conver- 
sation with those who are scientifically 
“wise.” The late Professor of Theology 
at the University of Tiibingen, Karl 
Heim, was one of the few Christian 
spokesmen trained both in the natural 
sciences and in philosophical theology. 
Like all his writings, Jesus the Lord aims 
at conversation with those who need to 
hear the claims of Christ from the per- 
spective of contemporary thought. The 
first of two volumes of Christology, it is 
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that all men are placed before, by the 
claims of Christ to be the Lord. When 


Jesus is acknowledged as Lord, one’s 


. ° . ° | 
relationship to God is translated from an | 


“LIt” to an “I-Thou” relationship. Heim 


is emphatically clear that Jesus is not just 


concerned primarily with the either/or | 


an historical person but also our con- 


temporary, living Lord. 
Probably the greatest weakness in the 


| 





book is that it does not answer the ques- 


tion, How is Jesus qualified to be our 
Lord, our 
the Son, 
with the 
author is not clear at this point. One 
could believe— not saying Heim 
does—that Jesus was simply a man whom 
God appointed to be the Leader, the 
Lord, of sinful lost men, 
unique qualifications. Heim says that 
Jesus is the “Word of God incarnate” in 
the sense that a new situation has 
arisen with the coming of Christ. The 
relation between God and mankind is 
permanently changed. 

The reader of Heim might be profited 
by consulting Donald Baillie’s God Was 
In Christ, the where Heim’s 
Christology is discussed briefly. 


Paut K. JEWETT 
ARCHITECTURAL REVOLUTION 


Liturgy and Architecture, by Peter 
Hammond (Barrie and _ Rockliff, 
1960, 191 pp., 37s.6d.), is reviewed 
by Noel S. Pollard, Research Work- 
er, Trinity College, Cambridge Uni- 
versity. 


co-equal and consubstantial 


am 


section 


In the foreword, Dr. F. W. Dillistone 
mee the impact the book is likely 

) have with the warning sounded to 
Eula Christianity many years ago 
by Karl Barth. He feels that Hammond's 
pleas on the subject of architecture are 
of vital importance because the world 
is largely out of touch with the living 
church, For many a man the church 
building is the only symbol of the faith 
with which he still has contact. 

The book aims to show how the litur- 
gical movement, which has so strongly 
influenced the design of churches in 
Europe, has not yet reached England. 
The movement has returned to many of 
the biblical emphases of the Reformation, 
and has created a desire to see the people 
take an active part in the worship of 
God. The author traces the history of 
church architecture in France, Germany, 
and Switzerland, with the aid of some 
excellent photographs. Modern biblical 
theology has revolutionized the concep- 
tion of church buildings not only among 


because of his | 
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Fiihrer? Is it because he is God | 


Father and the Spirit? The | 
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The police don’t want Johnny R. now... 
but in a few years it may be different! 


Johnny lives in a cracked and peeling 
tenement, whose sour hallways house 
too many people — and not a few rats. 
Shouted curses, whining radios, the roar 
and scream of traffic fill the days and 
nights. The clatter of empty beer cans 
across the street, a whisky bottle 
smashed in drunken anger on the curb — 
these are sounds as familiar to Johnny 
as his name. 

Hunger is a habit. Sleep is fitful, in a 
bed he shares with two older children. 


tesentment festers in this grimy 
brownstone jungle like a boil. Vice chokes 
the air with the stinging dust. Innocence 
dies early. Crime beckons. 


Yes, a few years from now Johnny R., 
and thousands of children like him, may 
already be started on a lifetime of vio- 
lence and crime. And yet —if you will 
help — it need not happen! For this sum- 
mer, there is a place for many of these 
children in Christian Herald’s new Chil- 
dren’s Camp, high in the Poconos. 

Here, for two glorious weeks, the slum 
child may swim and play to his heart’s 
content in the sparkling waters of a six- 
teen-acre private lake. He will go on 


CHRISTIAN HERALD CHILDREN’S HOME 


adventurous hikes along authentic old 
Indian trails. He will eat three nourish- 
ing meals a day, drink all the milk he 
can hold, and at night sleep in a rustic 
lodge, in a clean, cool bed all his own. 

In the sunshine and laughter of the 
new Mont Lawn, many a boy like Johnny 
will begin to smile again. The kindly 
interest of understanding counselors will 


teach him that not all adults are indiffer- 
ent or cruel. 


To the child who has spent two won- 
derful, carefree weeks at the Children’s 
Camp, the fetid gray world of the slums 
will never be quite the same again. Yes, 
the vision of life’s possibilities he will 
receive at the Children’s Camp may well 
mean the difference between a lifetime 
of crime — and a useful, happy life led 
in the footsteps of Our Lord! 


But it depends on you. Only you can 
give a child like Johnny R. this precious 
chance at a decent life he so desperately 
needs. There are beds a-plenty at the 
Children’s Camp—but your help is needed 
to fill them all. Take pity on one of these 
innocents; help us to help him, before 
it’s too late. Please mail your contribu- 
tion today! 


Business Office: 27 East 39th Street, Room 210 


New York 16, N.Y. 


I am eager to help give an un- 
derprivileged child two glorious, 
inspiring weeks in God’s outdoors. 
I enclose 
CT] $3 (pays a child’s expenses 
for one day) 

(gives a child one 
week’s vacation) 


(pays for one child for 
full two weeks) 


(pays for thr 
LJ $120 children for ie weeks) 
LL] $500 


(endows a bed in 
(I understand that my contribution is 


[1] $20 
[] $40 


perpetuity ) 





My Name 


My Address 


. . State 


deductible on my income tax return.) 
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IS PATRIOTISM SINFUL? 


Some would say that it is. That Ameri- 
canism is wrong. That flag-waving is 
passé. That we are “citizens of the world.” 

It is true that we have international 
responsibilities. But if we are to lift the 
world, we must have a solid place on 
which to stand—and love for one’s own 
country makes the best foundation. 

Appreciation of the American heritage 
and loyalty to American principles are 
essential in building a world citizenship 
that is worthy of the name. A return to 
good old-fashioned American patriotism 
and dedication to the principles that 
made our nation great will do more to 
lift the world’s underprivileged than all 
of the high-sounding platitudes can ever 
accomplish. 

As a part of its program to the nation 
and the churches, the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals—through its 38 
member denominations and two million 
members—seeks to foster Christian pa- 
triotism. 

Write today for a free copy of our 

magazine, United Evangelical Action, 

which contains an 8-page report of 
the recent NAE convention. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
EVANGELICALS 
222 East Wittow AVENUE 
WueEaTon, ILLINOIS 
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DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 


Do your church flags need 
replacing? Write for our 
free catalogue and factory 
prices on U.S. and Christian 

> flags for Churches, Sunday ~ 
Schools, ete. All sizes avail- 
able in rayon, taffeta or 
bunting. Tear out and write 
today for free catalogue and 
direct-factory price list. 


REGALIA MFG. CO. Dept. 30 Rock Island, Ill. 
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What Books Do You Want? 
We specialize in searching for OLD AND 
RARE BOOKS. Prompt service. 
prices. Any Subject. 
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Protestants but among Catholics as well. 

Hammond's main attack is on the 
English ecclesiastical scene, where the 
dead hand of the Oxford Movement with 
its conscious romantic medievalism still 
holds sway. It is a lamentable fact that 
in many evangelical churches both in 
England and America, the Communion 
table has come to overshadow the pulpit, 
and has been made more like a distant 
medieval altar than a table round which 
the Lord’s people gather. 

If it achieves nothing else, the reading 
of this book will at least challenge us 
to rethink our attitude to worship and 
cause us to look critically at the plans of 
the churches we use. N. S. Potiarp 


THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 


Under Orders: The Churches and 
Public Affairs, by Roswell P. Barnes 
(Doubleday, 1961, 138 pp.s $2.95), 
is reviewed by Daniel A. Poling, 


Editor, The Christian Herald. 


This is a book of scholarly distinction. 
The author reveals himself as the com- 
petent and eloquent appraiser of the 
ecumenical movement. In what he 
covers both historically and as an inter- 
preter, he is just about beyond criticism. 
But much is not covered, as for instance, 
the repudiation of the layman advisory 
group which the NCC had itself set up 
and which took issue with the Council's 
pronouncements in public affairs. This 
group liad never sought veto power but 
had been assured that its counsel would 
be sought before pronouncements were 
released to the public. Dissenters, as they 
become articulate in the Council, dis- 
appear from departments and commit- 
tees. As to evangelism, the author has 
dealt with it but so passionlessly that one 
could feel he omits the topic altogether. 

Among topics covered in this dynamic 
volume are: Why Are Churches In- 
volved in Public Affairs?; Social Prob- 
lems in the Usual Functions of the 
Church; Relations with Other Agencies: 
Government, Other Community Agen- 
cies, Other Faiths; Christian Unity and 
International Conflict; Major Social 
Problem Areas: Economic Life, Race Re- 
lations, Foreign Policy, Social Welfare, 
Moral and Ethical Standards, Commu- 
nism, and others. 

Typical of the author's tone of finality 
is the statement: “National church agen- 
cies, denominational and interdemoni- 
national, and the World Council of 
Churches are in a better position than 
local churches to know about interests 
and purposes that condition the national 
newspaper, magazine, radio, television, 
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and other impacts upon the people. It is 
a function of the world and national 
organizations to deal with these interests” 
(p. 131). This author belongs to the 
present day Protestant hierarchy and 
speaks with conviction as such. 

One may well question the following: 
“The World Council of Churches is con- 
trolled by its 172 member national de- 
nominational bodies. The denominations 
are in turn controlled by their local 
churches, except in some totalitarian na- 
tions where the national denominational 
bodies are under coercion by the national 
government. In our country the National 
Council of Churches is controlled by 
its national denominational members.” 
There are many who believe that as of 
here and now the NCC is controlled by 
its executive officers. 

The author of Under Orders is auto- 
biographical even to the first person 
pronoun—he publishes his measured re- 
sponsibility for shaping the career of 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. 

This volume, with its many things to 
be commended, is also another demon- 
stration of the authoritarian character of 
the Protestant ecumenical movement. 
Certainly the ecumenical movement is 
not unique in the matters under review. 
Business, labor, and education also use 
such pressures. But the professed voice 
of united Protestantism has developed 
its own system, to this reviewer at least, 
in an alarming degree. One cannot es- 
cape the conclusion that as of now the 
central purpose and passion of the Coun- 
cil of Churches is organic union, ecclesi- 
astical bigness first, rather than spiritual 
greatness. Danizt A. Poiinc 
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BIBLE BOOK 


‘Cont. from p. 16) tions to deal firmly 
with false teachers. It is difficult to divide 
the Epistle into hard and fast divisions. 
It is a true letter; the writer does not 
attempt to give a systematic treatment of 
his topics but drifts naturally from one 
to another and back again. After the 
opening salutation and _ thanksgiving 
(1:1-5) there is an exhortation to coura- 
geous testimony (1:6-14). Next comes 
some news from Paul (1:15-18), and 
then more exhortations, first to endur- 
ance (2:1-13) and then to right per- 
sonal conduct (2: 14-26). After this Paul 
turns his attention to the last days and 
speaks of the evil men who will arise 
at that time, and of the effects of their 
teaching (3:1-9). He turns then to the 
work of the ministry and reminds Tim- 
othy of the persecutions which are inevi- 
table (3:10-13), and of the important 
place occupied by the Scriptures (3:14 
17). Then he urges him to steadfastness 
in preaching and to the fulfillment of 
all that his ministry implies (4:1-5). 
As the letter comes to its close, Paul 
calmly contemplates his approaching end 
(4:6-8) and gives Timothy some instruc- 
tions, especially urging him to come to 
him quickly (4:9-15). He speaks of the 
divine aid that has been afforded him 
(4:16-18), and the letter concludes with 
greetings and the grace (4:19-22). 

This is a very moving document as 
we see the aged apostle facing death, 
looking back at his service for God, and 
taking tender concern for his son in the 
faith that he be strong in the task to 
which God has called him. 


COMMENTARIES 


Probably the most useful commentary 
for evangelicals is the Tyndale Commen- 
tary by Donald Guthrie (Tyndale Press, 
1957). It has a helpful introduction and 
a useful examination of the Epistle. 
W. Hendriksen’s Commentary (Baker, 
1957) is also very valuable. E. K. Simp- 
son’s The Pastoral Epistles (Tyndale 
Press, 1954) is a good commentary on 
the Greek text and is enhanced by many 
references to classical authors. This book 
has a valuable bibliography compiled by 
F. F. Bruce for those who want further 
reading in this Epistle. The volume in 
the International Critical Commentary 
series is by W. Lock CT. & T. Clark, 
1924), and is on the whole conservative. 
A good commentary from the point of 
view of a more advanced criticism is the 
Moffatt Commentary volume by E. F. 
Scott CHodder & Stoughton, 1936). 
Another is B. S. Easton’s The Pastoral 


Epistles (Scribner’s, 1947). The most 
highly regarded discussion of the prob- 
lems from the point of view of the mod- 
ern critic is The Problem of the Pastoral 
Epistles, by P. N. Harrison (O. U. P., 
1921). See also Harrison’s articles in 
The Expository Times, lxvii (1955, pp. 
77-81), and New Testament Studies, ii 
(1956, pp. 250-61). Support is given to 
Harrison by K. Grayston and G. Herdan, 
New Testament Studies, vi (1959, pp. 
1-15). But he is strongly opposed by 
others. In addition to the article by 
Montgomery Hitchcock mentioned above, 
B. M. Metzger’s article in The Exposi- 
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tory Times, Ixx (1958, pp. 91-94), 
should be consulted. Metzger shows that 
Harrison has not validated his method, 
and that many competent critical scholars 
disagree with him. E. Earle Ellis dis- 
cusses the problem in Paul’s Use of the 
Old Testament (Oliver and Boyd, 1957, 
pp. 5-9), and again in an excellent 
article in The Evangelical Quarterly, 
xxxii (1960, pp. 151-61). This is per- 
haps the most convenient summary of 
the position. Leon Morris 
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NOTHING 
SHALL 
SEPARATE Us 


God’s people are fanatics. Fanat- 
. ically they hold to His promises 
in the power of faith which He 
supplies. In faith they are estab- 
lished in a hope that knows no 
end. Fanatically they believe 
that heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but God’s Word shall 
never die. Fanatically they rise 
‘ from suffering and sorrow to 
worship the One they say loves 
them. Fanatically they carry the 
cross of the Crucified because 
there is nothing else for them to 
do. They are a people who know 
of no other life than that which 
rests in the promises of God. 
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FROM CERTAIN JEWISH THINKERS has 


come the criticism that Christianity poses 
an unhealthy dualism between heaven 
and earth. Christianity, it is said, tends 
to flee from God's created reality, and 
hence from man’s responsibility for the 
earth, into an unearthly future. Judaism, 
on the other hand, keeps faith with the 


T he Israel 


love for the land of God's gift illustrates 


earth. tradition of and its 
Judaism’s concern for this world as God's 
world. Here on earth God holds his dia 
logue with man and here on earth man 
must seek his divinely intended fulfill 


The Chris- 


tianity and Judaism is often thus typified 


ment. difference between 


by Jewish writers 


€ One thinks in this context of the mod- 
ern Jewish philosopher of religion, Mar 
tin Buber, as well as of Leo Baeck. 
Buber speaks of a deep gulf between 
Judaism and Christianity, a breach that 
is vividly seen in Christianity’s disdain 
of creation. He interprets the Christian 
doctrine of redemption as salvation and 
escape from this world. He also sees the 
Christian eschatology as having no place 
at all for this world. Christianity, Buber 
claims, is a kind of Platonism, a religion 
in which God is an Idea without real 
contact with the world. This eminent 
Jewish thinker misses in Christianity 
what he calls the prophetic faith in the 
eventual sanctification of the earth. Chris- 
tianity, like much of Eastern Apocalyptic 
literature—a literature exemplified, says 
Buber, in the Jewish prophets Ezekiel 
and Daniel—gives up on the world as on 
a hopelessly corrupted piece of reality. 
The Christian apocalyptic mind has no 
eye for the beauty, the challenge, the 
future of this earth. Buber is under the 
impression that Christianity at the core 
is ascetic, world-estranged, heaven-cen- 
tered. (It is interesting that Leo Baeck, 
writing in the same vein about Chris- 
tianity in general, makes of Calvinism 
the one exception to the other-worldliness 


of Christianity.) 


From what source does Buber draw 
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his conclusions? Surely he does not come 
to his conclusions from a reading of the 
New Testament. Recall that Jesus said 
that the earth was the inheritance of the 
Peter reminded his discouraged 
readers that “we, according to His prom- 


meek. 
ise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” 
II Pet. 3:13). 
direct line with the words of Isaiah (see 


Peter’s outlook is in 


Isa. 65:17; 61:22). John, too, points 
his persecuted fellows to the vision ot 
the new heaven and new earth. There 


is not a hint of world-despising escapism 
here. The Christian faith in its origins 
was in conflict with all brands of gnosti- 
cism, and its faith in the resurrection of 
the body gave the lie to all purely spir- 


itualistic religions. 


€ Perhaps, then, the modern Judaistic 
critique of Christianity rises from the less 
than full-orbed practice of Christianity 
of which all of us are at times guilty. 
Here we touch a point that is not easily 
Christians indeed have often 
lapsed into a longing for a heaven with- 
out the wholeness of the biblical concept 
of Kingdom and the new earth. In dog- 
matic thought as well, so much emphasis 
has been placed on the blessed vision of 
God (“Prostrate before Thy throne to 
lie, and gaze and gaze on Thee”) that it 
seemed opposed to the vision of a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
One nineteenth century writer, in fact, 
remarked that in view of the visio dei 
which awaits us, we do not really need 
a new earth. If this were Christianity, 
then indeed writers like Buber would 
have a case against us. But the Bible 
carries no suggestion of such a dualism 
between the vision of God and the new 
earth. 

We may point to Israel as an example. 
The people of God received the land 
from God, not as competitive to fellow- 
ship with God, but as the arena in which 
communion with God was to be con- 
cretely expressed. “And now, behold, I 
have brought the first-fruits of the land, 
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which thou, O Lord, has given me” 
Deut. 26:10). The people were to find 
joy in the earth with God, not a tension 
“And thou 
shalt rejoice in every good thing which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee” 
Deut. 26:11). We are reminded as 
well that in Jesus’ beatitudes, the inheri 


between the land and God. 


tance of the earth is promised side by 
side with “they shall see God.” 


€ Judaism's critique of Christianity as an 


unbalanced other-worldliness has m 


Testament. The only 


found wher 


basis in the New 
grounds for it are those 


Christianity is watered down to a non 


Christian ethereal eschatology. When 
Edward Thurneysen wrote that th 
Christian future has to do with this 
world, these cities, these streets, thes: 


forests, Brunner responded by saying that 
Thurneysen was speculating rather than 
listening to the Bible. But I judge that 
biblical 
For 


the Bible does indeed speak of a new 


Thurneysen’s words are more 


than Brunner’s criticism will allow. 


earth, and as new as it shall be, it shall 
still be earth. 

The Christian faith in the resurrection 
of the body is closely related to the prom 
ise of the new earth. We are not called 
to flee the earth. We are not called to 
hate the body. Christianity is not a spir- 
itualistic gnosticism, but a redemptive 
faith, We may be tempted at times t 
separate the earth from God's area ol 
concern. When we fall to that tempta 
tion we are untrue to the motto “Be truc 
to the earth” and we thus leave the earth 
to those who would make concern for it 
a wholly secular concern. But we Chris- 
tians can also be true to the earth simply 
because we do look forward to a new 
earth. 

The perspective of the earth’s renewal 
does not lessen our concern for and in 
terest in this earth and in its social and 
political questions. Rather, our hope for 
a new earth calls us to responsibility for 
and action in this earth. The world is 
on its way toward God’s future. And 
God does have a future for the world. 
The answer to the Judaistic critique, | 
believe, is very obvious. So long as Chris 
tians gear their faith and their life to the 
biblical perspective, they will not fall 
prey to an un-Christian program of escape 
from this world. G. C. Berkouwen 

















